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LETTER h. 


F rom Mr. 3 to Sir Jams 
| Bruce. 8 


; DAR SIR, N 

INCEd urqte to you laſt, we have 
Y been conſtantly travelling, until 
three weeks ago, when we arrived at 


the Duke d' Elbeuf's, at Portici. Till 
of lac nothing has occutred for me to 

write you; for as I know none ever tra- 
velled with greater advantages than you, 


or made a better uſe, of it, it is need- 
leſs for me to acquaint you with our ob- 
ſervations: let it ſuffice to ſay, that the 
recommendations we have had, have 
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procured us admittance into the firſt ; 
company wherever we have been. It is 
not eaſy for me to give you a juſt idea 


of the warmth of our reception here, or 


how much Mr. Trueman is reſpected 
by the Duke and Ducheſs. They are a 


moſt agreeable couple, and perfectly at- 
tached to each other: they have one fine 


boy and a girl, as beautiful as the ſu- 
blimeſt idea of a painter's Cupid, or the 


children of Fiamingo; theſe are the de- 


light of the happy parents, who love 
them to exceſs. 

'TheDuke, from the ohlervadionet have 
yet been enabled to form of him, is one of 


thoſe few who can be chearful and em- 
ployed, without having recourſe to the 


buſineſs or diverſions of the world. He 
has a warm imagination, tempered with 
an excellent underſtanding, both which 
he has improved by a judicious mix- 
| ture 
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ture of reading and converſation, He 
is arrived at that period of life when 
the powers of the mind are in their trueſt 
vigour ; and having converſed at large 
long enough to give him a thorough 


knowledge of mankind; he has nar- + 


rowed the circle of his friends as well 
as acquaintances, defiring but few of ei- 
ther. He is a profeſſed admirer of what 
he calls refined /implicity ; and diſcovers 
that chaſtity of taſte, not only in his 

judgment of the fine arts, but in his 
houſe, his furniture, his equipage, and 
in ſhort throughout the whole conduct 
and oeconnomy of his life. Though 
his inclinations have led him to place 
his felicity in family- connections, his 
talents qualify him for making a figure in 
the active ſcenes of life; yet at the ſame 
time 1t muſt be confeſſed there is a cer- 
tain natural delicacy in the frame of his 
. LE mind, 
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mind, which would have rendered him 


leſs ſerviceable in buſineſs, than others 


of inferior abilities. I mention nothing 


of Herculaneum, as there are ſo many 


excellent accounts of it already; I ſhall 


only tell you the Duke's father diſcovered 


theſe ruins at fixty feet diſtance below 
the furface; and what is ſtill more re- 


markable, forty feet below the bed of 


the ſea. 
I muft now acquaint you that the ve- 


ry high character Mr. Trueman gave us 
of the Ducheſs d' Elbeuf and her ſiſter, 


was fo far from being exaggerated, that 
it was not equal to their merit. They 
are much admired here, and I may 
venture to pronounce them the moſt 
accompliſhed of their ſex. The firſt 
day we arrived, we had a concert; 


moſt of the muſic of which, was com- 


Poſed by theſe amiable ſiſters; and al- 
though 
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| though there were ſome. of the beſt con- 
trapuntifts in Naples preſent, they 
yielded the palm to them: Miſs Ogilvie 
can play a ripieno part, on the violin, 
in concert: ſhe ſings with a great deal 
of expreſſion, and has a conſiderable 
Mare of execution. | 


LJ ever am, dear Sir, 
your obedient 


humble ſervant, 


Jamss Lewis. 


By. | * +» 2 Ou 
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From | Mr. Lewis, to Sir Janes BRUCE. 


DE AR SIR, 


T H E Duchefs has once a nk a 
converſazioni, which is much fre- 
quented by the foreigners and men of 
letters at Naples. This Lady, beſides 
all the virtues and graces ſhe poſſeſſes, 
has acquired a knowledge above her ſex ; 
ſhe has carried her ſcientifical acquiſitions | 
to the moſt ſublime parts of geometry. 
1 Theſe two ſiſters I own, have perfectly 
1 aſtoniſhed me. They talk of problems, 
theorems, and equations, and ſoon con- 
| vinced me that I was not ſuperior to 
* them in this knowledge, though I had 
ſtudied it for a much longer time. They 
have copied many of the fine pictures 
at Portici. In ſhort, were I to tell 
you 


LETTER; ZXXI, 
you half of their accompliſhments, 1 
ſhould not have time to acquaint you 
with the conſequences Miſs Ogilvie's 
merit has produced. Let it ſuffice only 
to ſay, that it muſt delight every one 
(as Hamlet ſays) to ſee them bear their 
faculties ſo meekly. 
1 Ogilvie is very re. it is | 
pleaſing to ſee the Ducheſs's tender at- 
tentions to her father. Both ſiſters are 
entirely void of conceit and vanity,z 
and do not ſeem to have found out their 
knowledge exceeds that of others. At 
leaſt they look upon it as a caſual ad- 
vantage, which reflects not honour on 
themſelves, but is entirely owing to their 
deceaſed mother. Add to all theſe perfec- 
tions their extreme beauty, and it is not at 
all ſurpriſing that ſuch uncommon charms 
ſhould produce uncommon effects. From 
the firſt day l obſerved Lord F — admire 
a 6 
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Mifs Ogilvie, I aſked him carelefily, 


what he thought of her ; he anſwered 


with vivacity, Her features are not 

regular, but ſo well adapted for pleaſing, 
or rather for affecting the heart, that her 
face as Horace fays, is too 'dazzling to 


to be looked at; and it is impoſſible for 


any one to ſee her with impunity, un- 
leſs their heart is defended by a previous 

attachment. Her countenance is the 
expreſſion of ſentiment, and her loveli- 
neſs beggars deſcription.” The young 
man run on for half an hour, in a ſtrain 
of rapture and paſſion, not very ſuitable 
for my aged car to hear, or my pen to 
indite- 1 pardoned the fire of youth, 
and acknowledged the merit of the ob- 
jet; but was feriouſi alarmed on ac- 

count of the Lady's being of the Romiſh 


"Church, I repreſented to his Lordſhip, 
That for a young man to o form connections 
I | for 


. 8 


LETTER XXX. 3 


for life in a foreign country, is a mark of 
great imprudence; and it is rare that 
connections thus haſtily bee into, 
turn out well. 

8 I own, my dear fir, ſaid Lord 1 
I am apt to be led away by paſſion; and 
when people are under its dominion, 
their arguments are very weak. I have 
ever, my good friend, proved my reſpect 

for you, by the attention 1 have paid to 
your counſels ; but in this particular no 
arguments whatever can avail. 
6 If Miſs Ogilvie is not engaged to 
Trueman, which I ſuſpect; no other 
man ſhall obtain her, but through my 
heart: if Trueman loves her, I will 
overcome my paſhon, or die; I ſhall 
put the queſtion to him, and determine 
accordingly, Miſs Ogilvie is a Roman 
Catholic; this, my good friend, can be 
your only objection to her. The exem- 

| plary 


RS 
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plary piety of both ſiſters, would afford 


an excellent patron for proteſtants, who 
would be edified by their example ; and 


learn to bluſh at themſelves for their little 


attention to their moſt eſſential intereſts.” 


In ſhort, I found it in vain to ſay any 


more on this ſubject ; and Mr. Trueman 


having convinced my Nord, he had no- 
thing to apprehend from him, he ad- 
drefled Miſs Ogilvie as a lover. The 
Duke d'Elbeuf is very fond of him, 


but told him he could not eſpouſe his 
intereſt, as he had engaged it before for 


the Prince de la Rocella, who is paſſion- 


ately in love with her. This prince is 


very amiable and accompliſhed ; is po- 
ſeſſed of every advantage of fortune, a 


man of extenſive knowledge, and a great 


connoiſſeur in all the fine arts. 


I heard Miſs Ogilvie explain to him 


the general principles of Newton's phi- 


loſophy 
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Y loſophy, with the profoundneſs of a great 


geometrician, the perſpicuity and eaſe of 
a perſon of wit, and all the gracefulneſs 


and vivaeity of youth. There is alſo 


here on a viſit, Mademoiſelle Ardin- 


ghelli, a French lady of Italian deſcent ; 


ſhe tranſlated Dr. Hales's Treatiſe of 


_ Hemaſtatics into Italian, when ſhe was 


only fixteen years of age. 
I believe my Lord now more fincerely 
regrets his deficiencies in learning, than 


ever he did before; the Prince's ſupe- 


riority over him in theſe reſpects, drives 
him to deſpair. 


I remain, dear fir, 
your obedient 
humble ſervant, 


Jamzs Lewis. 


mY: 
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3-4 - DEAR SIR, 
2 NOW reafflume my pen: Miſh 


'her charms are enough to make a man 
of merit forget his own dignity. 'She 
acquainted the Prince de la Rocella, 


ſhe had afforded my Lord the ſmalleft 
hopes. Lord F—— had been in the 


the latter was ſent for by Miſs Ogil- 
vie. Lord F — continued there in a 


_ Miſs 


- Ogilvie was too amiable to feel a 
triumphant ſatisfaction in the number 
of her admirers, or in the thought that 


MW that Lord F. was the favoured lover. 
1 This ſhe had the prudence to do, before 


anti- chamber with the Prince, when 


8 not to be deſcribed. When 


Pm 
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Miſs Ogilvie come into it OR the 


prince, her ſeeing him at that particular 
time, covered ber with confuſion; and 


making an apology ſhe retired. There 
is ſometimes a confuſion in the innocence 


of ſome people, and a croſs-concurrence 
of ill-looking circumſtances, very like 

the bluſhing evidences of guilt. 
As che fight of Lord F——could not, 
at this time, be very agreeable to the 
Prince, he made a flight bow, and was 
retiring, when the jealouſy and impes» 
tuofity of the latter broke out into a 
threatening menace, telling the prince 
that however happy he might think him- 
ſelf, yet he ſhould never poſſeſs Miſs 
Ogilvie, while there remained a drop of 
blood in his body. The Prince, who 
piques himſelf upon being deſcended 
from the Greeks, (and actually does re- 
ſemble them in his perſon, being broad 
and 
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and full cheſted, with a fine complexion 


and a very briſk eye) looked down with 


inneffable contempt on Lord F; 


ce Stripling (ſaid he), I was willing to 
have ſpared you; but now, as you have 


given me the leſſon, look to the conſe- 
quences.“ The Italians, though poſ- 


ſeſſed of as much vivacity and acuteneſs 
as any people, are at the ſame time re- 
markable for the moſt deliberate com- 
poſure. If they ſometimes take it upon 
them to revenge their own wrongs, it 
is owing to the ſlowneſs of the laws, 

or the remiſſneſs of their magiſtrates, 
from whom little redreſs, eſpecially a- 
gainſt a ſuperior, is to be expected, 
When Lord F- 


Miſs Ogilvie of her diſtinction in his 
favour, he was much concerned that the 
warmth ' of his temper had hurried 


him into ſuch an 1 impetuoſity with the 
Prince. 


was informed by 


Prince. 
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Alarmed for the conſequences, 

I fent Mr. Trueman to wait on him, 
(udging a young man's ſentiments, upon 
this occaſion, would have greater wait 

than my own) to mitigate his reſent- 
ment. His embaſly proved ineffectual ; 
the paſſions of men, who are not ſub- 
je& to be ruffled, are much more to be 
dreaded than thoſe of a ſort of people, 

who can have their whole frame ſhaken 
and torn to pieces concerning the mereſt 
trifles. The Prince received Mr. True- 
man very graciouſly, made a cool reply, 


that be knew what was neceſſary and-due 


10 his dignity, and declined entering any 
more into that ſubje&; but expreſſed 
his happineſs in ſeeing Mr. Dunn at 
his palace. | 

Their converſation then turned on ge- 


neral topics, ſuch as the laws of Na- 


ples, 
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ples, its commerce, ſtate of its muſicy 


painting, and architecture, &c. The 
Prince ſhewed Mr. Trueman his fine 


collection of pictures, and deſired the 
favour of his company at dinner, which 
invitation he was glad to receive, and 
complied with, to facilitate the ſcheme 
He had in view, of conciliating matters 


between his Highneſs and Lord F —. 
After dinner the Prince told Mr, True- 
man, that at ſix he muſt leave him for half 


an hour, but intreated his remaining until 


he returned, otherwiſe he would place 
it to his own unpoliteneſs in leaving 
him; and that if he choſe to retire to 
his library, he might amuſe himfelf 


there; or, as he was ſo fond of muſic, 


his concert began at five o'clock, and 


that he had ſome of the firſt performers 


132 * in his band. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Trueman was greatly charmed 
with their performance. There were 
two girls from the Incurabili, who per- 
fectly inchanted him; he ſays they are 
abſolute nightingales, and have a facility 
of executing difficult divifions equal to 
that of birds. As we knew that Mr. 


Trueman was with the Prince de la 


Rocella, we were not alarmed upon 


miſſing Lord F—-—. Judge of our 


conſternation, when his Lordſhip was 


brought in upon a litter, apparent- 


ly dead. We were ſoon relieved 
from our anxiety by the arrival of the 
ſurgeon, whom Lord Truby, his ſecond, 
had procured. He gave us very good 
hopes, after examining the wound ; 
and we wete reſigning ourſelves to joy, 
when Mr. Trueman returned, acquaint- 
ing us that the Prince was almoſt ex- 
piring ; that after he had been brought 

Vo. IV. - FFV 
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home, he ſent his ſecond, Signor Morelli, 
for two of the chief magiſtrates, who ar- 
riving, he declared to them in the moſt 
ample manner, that he alone had been the 
aggreſſor in this rencounter; that Lord 
F had acted entirely as a man of 
honour, and upon the defenſive, After 


this the ſurgeon ſearching the wounds, 
pronounced them mortal ; that he had: 


fainted before he left the palace, where, 
by the Prince's deſire, he was inſtantly to. 


return, to acquaint him concerning Lord 


F——. 

Luckily for us, the Prince deceived- 
their expectations; he 15 now recovering, 
though but ſlowly. My Lord was per- 
fectly well at the end of a fortnight ; ; be. 
attends his Highneſs with the moſt un- 
wearied aſſiduity, even ſacrificing the 
pleaſure of enjoying the company of 
the woman he loves, to perform this act 


of 
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of friendſhip; and has not urged the 


completion of his happineſs, leſt the 
Prince ſhould relapſe. He fays, the de- 


light he experiences in being the object 


of Miſs Ogilvie's affections, makes him 
confider the greatneſs of the Prince's 


_ diſappointment with compaſſion ; that 


it would be a ſhame for a man ſo hap- 
py as he is, not to ſoothe his melan- 


choly. Her attachment to. him, is en- 


creaſed by his proof of the goodneſs of 
his heart. Reaſon governs her thoughts 


and actions in every thing, nor can the 


greateſt flow of ſpirits make this lovely 


woman loſe fight of propriety. Every 
thing in her is natural grace, ſhe is al- 


ways conſiſtent and uniform, 
Severe laws have been made againſt 


duelling ; they have generally been evad- 
ed. How is it poſſible they can anſwer 
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the end propoſed ? Can the fear of death. 
prevent a crime founded. on the contempr 
of death ? Can a penal-ſtatute make that 
infamous, which cuſtom makes reput- 
able? Thus the world is more governed 
by prejudice and cuſtom, than by reaſon. 
Miſs Ogilvie regarded this tranſaction 
in a very ſerious light. The higheſt _ 
authority of her church is againſt 
it. The council of Trent treats the 
combatants who fall, as ſelf-murderers, 
and denies them chriſtian burial. It is. 
ſurely gaming very deep, to ſtake ſoul 
and body againſt a trifle, 
The unchriſtian cultom of duelling 
owed its rife to the barbarous nations, 
who had however, ſome plea to make 
in excuſe, which we have not, as they 
were governed by particular lords, and 
were not united under one head or go- 
vern- 
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vernment, to which, as a laſt reſort, 


perſons ſuppoſing themſelves aggrieved, 
might appeal for legal addreſs. = 


J remain dear fir, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, | 


James LEwIs. 


_ —_—— 
La yur — — * 
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From the Same, to the Same. 


DEAR SIR, 


J Have now the pleafins of congratu- 


lating you on the acquiſition you have 
made to the worthies of your family by 


Miſs Ogilvie; ſhe ld aſide that name 


| yeſterday. 


The Prince was preſent, but almoſt 
fainted during the ceremony ; and, ex- 


cuſing himſelf from weakneſs owing to 
* 3 his 
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his late indiſpoſition, retired. J am 
certain he muſt have ſuffered much in 


obtaining this victory over himſelf. 
Lord F—-— has promiſed, to remain 
one year longer in Italy : I propoſe re- 
turning next month. Mr. Trueman, 
at the Prince's deſire, has attended him 


conſtantly during his illneſs: he is to 


take a tour with him to Greece: this 


Jaunt is highly agreeable to him. To 


ſee a people whoſe anceſtors were the ori- 
ginal founders of literature, muſt ever be 
entertaining to a claſſical inveſtigator. 
The preſent inhabitants of Greece do 
not merit any peculiar attention from 
men of learning ſtrangers as they are 
to the liberty and learning of their an- 
ceſtors— Their country however hav- 


ing frequently been ſtyled claſſic ground, 


muſt induce the ſcholar to explore thoſe 
regions which have produced ſcenes of 
the greateſt actions, performed by the 

85 great 
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greateſt heroes, and recorded by the 


| greateſt poets, &c. 


As the Prince has both the power 
and inclination to ſerve Mr. Trueman, 
I flatter myſelf his fortune is made. I 


know no perſon fo worthy as himſelf; af- 


ter the moſt exact attention, I cannot dif- 
cover in him one ſingle fault as to his mo- 
rals, knowledge, or accompliſhments, I 
have often been tempted to apply to him, 


what Voltaire, in a letter, ſaid to the 


Duke De Anguien on another occaſion, 
& Set ſome bounds, if you pleaſe, to 


your conqueſts, if it is for no other rea- 


ſon but to accommodate yourſelf to the 
capacity of men's underſtanding, and 


not to go farther than their belief can 


go with them. His perſon 1 is manly, yet 
ſoft and expreſſive; in his manners he is 
modeſt, yet full of taſte and fire; in his 
diſpoſition never weak, yet full of ſen- 


ſibility: underſtanding, enjoying, ex- 
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tracting the eſſence, the quinteſſence of 
pleaſure from every object of pleaſure, 
yet deriving it ſtill more from the ſacri- 
fice of it all to another. Is his friend 


in diſtreſs, he will with pleaſure give up 
his purſe to relieve him; in danger, he 


will with ſtill more pleaſure giye up his 
ſafety to defend him. I have made my 


will in this young man's favour, and the 
idea of his poſſeſſing that competency I 
can give him, affords me true ſatisfac- 


tion. By this means, my dear fir, when 


my grey hairs are laid with my fathers, 


I ſhall bleſs your family and my neigh- 
bourhood, by leaving them a ſucceſſor, 
whoſe virtues and high qualities muſt 


endear him to the worthy ; and will 


more than atone for the loſs of an old 
man, whoſe only merit has conſiſted in 
the goodneſs of his intentions ; having 
never had ſuch diſtinguiſhed abilities as 
to have rendered any ſmall knowledge 


he 
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he may have beneficial to more than 


his own flock, The pictures and 
other curioſities my Lord has intruſted 


to my care for your acceptance, I ſhall 
take every method for their preſervation. 


I am ever, dear Sir, 
your obliged humble ſervant, 
Janes Lewis.” 


ll... 


Duke of A——, where they had all been 


— 
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From Mrs. Mons, to Mrs. BrUCE. 


DEAR MADAM, 


ISS N—— and I arrived ſafe at 
PFilmer-Place, and found all the 
= family in perfect health, They 
were juſt returned from the ſeat of the 


On 
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on a viſit to Lord and Lady Dacres. La- 
dy Filmer tells me that they are at pre- 
ſent very happy. My Lady is greatly 
charmed with her new title, fine place, 
and large fortune; while my Lord is in- 
toxicated with her beauty, calls her an 
angel at every word, and in all compa- 
nies exclaims againſt celibacy. Late con- 
verts are generally, you know, the moſt 
zealous; but a woman who is ſo much 
exalted above what ſhe can deſerve, has 
reaſon to be terrified, to think of the 
beight ſhe muſt fall from in his opinion, 
after the honey- moon is over: as it is in 
his power to treat her but as what ſhe an 
really, a mere mortal woman. The Duke, 
Lady Filmer ſays, is an old gentleman 
turned of feventy, whoſe chearfulneſs 
and vivacity might have tempted people 
to forget his age, if he had not recalled 
it to their rememembrance by unſeaſon- 


adle attempts of gallantry, The paſſions 
| of 
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of youth are always ridiculous in old 


age; and though many fine women 
have ſacrificed their charms to fuperan- 
nuated huſbands, the union is ſo unnatu- 
ral, that we muſt ſuppoſe their affec- 
tions were fixed upon title or eftate, or 


ſomething elſe than the perſons of their 


lovers. The Duke had led a life of con- 
ſtant gallantry almoſt from his cradle, 


and now cannot diveſt himſelf of the paſ- 
fion of love, though his conſtitution is 


extremely ſhattered by debauchery and 


high living; and it ſeemed as if a fit of 


coughing would at any time have ſhook 


him to pieces. He keeps ſeveral miſ- 
treſſes; as to marriage, he is reſolved 


never more to wear fetters of that ſlave- 


ry, while his paſſions have ſo free a 
range in a way more agreeable to his in- 
clinations. He was therefore overjoyed 


at his ſon's marriage, and much pleaſed 
upon 


a LETTER: in. 
upon obſetying certain qualms in Lady 


Dacres which feemed to flatter him with 


the hopes of an heir. 

Lady Filmer ſays, that during che 
time ſhe was there, ſhe had an opportuni- 
ty of pitying ſeveral who were kept in 
attendance by his promiſes. The art of 
_ promiſing is the oeconomy of a great 
man's pride, a ſort of good huſbandry 
in conferring favours, by which they 


receive tenfold in — for 


obligations. 
His Grace is paſſionately bond of 


dogs, bears, and monkeys, and makes 
himſelf truly ridiculous, as alſo his fol- 
lowers, by this fancy. He would not 


ſuffer a monkey to be killed, although 
he had almoſt deſtroyed the child of a 


day- labourer. After this can we refuſe 
to credit the report of Suetonius, when 
. = he 
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he ſays, “Caligula loved his horſe to 


ſuch a degree, that he beſtowed on him 
a houſe richly furniſhed, with attendants 
to ſerve him, and even deſigned to make 
him a conſul! The Duke might ſafely 
ſwear by dog, the great oath of the ſage 
Socrates : for his dogs he regards more 


than any thing elſe but his ſon. 


What greater debaſement can hap- 


pen to mankind, than to have their un- 


derſtandings reduced to the condition of 
infants and ideots, to be delighted with 
trifles, and to like only what they laugh 
at. If their ſhape was metamorphoſed 
into monkeys, the dignity of human na- 
ture could not be more debaſed by it. 
We ſhould have no tafte for any thing 
that is not directed by good ſenſe ; no- 


thing ſhould have a place in our eſteem 


from their being only uncommon : but 


the word common diſguſts people fo 
much, 
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much, that they even lay aſide common 


ſenſe. It has long been exploded by the 


ſchools, the virtuoſi, and what are 


called the fine people. Whereas in reali- 


ty, few things are deſireable if they are 
very rare: and ought we not to be free 
from that littleneſs of mind, which makes 
people value a thing the more for its be- 
ing poſſeſſed by none but? themſelves? 
Some virtuoſi, were they to calculate 


their eſtates, might reduce all to the in- 


ventory of Scopias the Theſſalonian, who 
profeſſed his lay only in ſuch zoys as did 
no good. But to return from this di- 


greſſion: Lady Filmer ſays Lady Da- 
eres took infinite pains to mortify Lady 
Harriet, by exaggerating every circum- 
ſtance in her ſituation, whereby ſhe 


thought ſhe would have the pre-eminence 


over her, when united to Mr. Filmer. 


I aſked her, in coming home, if ſhe did 


not 
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„ || not repent her cruelty to Lord Dacres ?- 

8 She ſmiled, and ſaid, ſhe was ſure her 
re dear Mamma was only diverting herſelf 
Is by aſking ſuch a queſtion; that ſhe aſ- 
re pired-not at high titles, great fortune, 
ce vor ſplendid equipages ; and that her dear 
es Edward, in her eyes, was infinitely to be 
8 preferred to all other conſiderations. 
> gut, added ſhe, madam, were he out of 
e || the queſtion, I. would not marry a man 


whoſe want of knowledge might make, 
me ſtagger in the performance of my 
duty to him; and who would perhaps 
command from want of underſtanding, 
| what I ſhould think unreaſonable to 
comply with. There is a pleaſure and 
credit in yielding up even one's own 
judgment, in things indifferent, to a man 
that is wiſer than one's ſelf (like Mr. 
Filmer); but we are apt to doubt in a man 
| of eontrary character, what in the other 
we 
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we ſhould have no doubt about; and to 


doubt of a perſon's merit, is the firſt 
| ſtep to diſobedience. Such are this ex- 
cellent girl's ſentiments. | 

Lind: — 7 conſtantly here: I 
am pleaſed with the delicacy of his 
behaviour to Miſs N; nothing is 
more eaſy than love to conquer reaſon; 
its greateſt triumph is, when it is vie- 
torious over intereſt. His father is 
quite charmed with her. There is (you 
know) a native dignity in her perſon, 
which inſpires one with reſpect ; while a 


melancholy with which her fine features 


are tinged, excites one's tenderneſs, 
As Lord Cheſter confiders his ſon, as 
the cauſe of the latter, he is impatient 
for the celebration of the nuptials. 
They are therefore to take place next 
week; as alſo Lady Harriet's and Mr. 
Filmer's. : 
A letter 
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A letter accompanies this to requeſt 


all your companies upon this occafion. 
Lord Cheſter has been at the utmoſt 


pains to ſoothe and comfort Miſs N- i 


and to remove all her ſcruples in mar- 


rying his ſon, I was preſent when he 
ſpoke to her as follows: “ Learn, 
madam, to reſpect yourſelf ; your H--— 


loves you, his father reveres you, and 
the reſt of the world muſt admire and 


will eſteem you, if you do not by over- 
humility lead them to diſreſpect you. 
In this age we may do juſt what we pleaſe. 


I have known an amiable woman, poſ- 
ſeſſed of every virtue, and almoſt ſu- 


perior to the common frailties of human 
nature, except thoſe which aroſe from 
the weakneſs of her heart, in favour of 


one diſtinguiſhed object; I ſay I have 


known ſuch a one cenſured, and con- 
ſcious of ber meriting it, ſhe would not 
Vor. III. . defend 
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defend herſelf or increaſe her error by 


falſhood; and in conſequence of this in- 


tegrity of hcart, Has been diſcarded by 


— 
As if integrity of manners,. which 


. the whole virtues, was a 
thing of no conſequence. A prejudice 


not only falſe in its principle, but ſo 
much the more dangerous, as it has 


often been, to many, productive of the 
moſt ſhocking, misfortunes of their lives: 
for having once happened to fail in what 
they have been inſtructed was their ſole 
obligation, they are apt too haſtily ge- 


nerally to conclude, that they have no 


other duty to regard. From this ariſes 


the numerous inſtances of miſery in the 
unhappy, and much to be pitied, women 
of the town, who have firſt erred from 
an exceſs of ſenſibility, which might 


have ſecured to men of honour and juſt 
| ſenti- 
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ſentiments the moſt ſupreme felicity, 
had they formed honoutable connections 
with ſuch perſons ; and which drives the 
wretched objects to deſpair, when they 
find themſelves abandoned by their inhu- 
man ſeducers. And as they have no- 
thing to hope from relations or the 
world, they are neceſſitated to connect 
themſelves with the infamous, by which 
means they become hardened in their 
iniquity, and go on from bad to worſe, 
until they end their ſhameful courſe in 
the moſt deplorable and * ; 
wretchednels. _ 

« But to return (aid Lord Cheſter) 
from this digreſſion, I mentioned to you 
an inſtance of a lady's being ſhut out 
rom ſoctety for her candour. On the 


__ contrary, I have feen others, who with 
4 q he moſt unparalleled effrontry, have gone 


ne greateſt lengths in libertiniſm; made 
D 2 no 
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no ſecret of their ſhameful and univerſal or 
proſtitution ; yet by dint of aſſurance 
go every where, are received well, and 
— houſes are frequented by all the 
faſhionable world.” How juſt, my dear 
Mrs. Bruce, are theſe ſentiments. 
Lord and Lady H—=— are to be 
preſented at court immediately after the 
marriage, are to ſtay a week in town, 
and are then to ſet off for Italy, accom 
panied by Lord Cheſter; by which 
ſaving ſcheme he intends to pay off the 
mortgage of his eſtate. His Lordſhip as 
wrote a letter to Lady N Miss kno 
Ns mother, to aſk her to ſee her 
daughter previous to the marriage. 5 
The haughty mother replied, that 
| ſhe would never again behold her daugh- I 
ter as Miſs N—— : if ſhe became lady 
H——, it would be then high time 


for her to confider how ſhe was to act, 
and 
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and to ſhow whether natural affection, 
or wounded honour ſhould have the 
pre-eminence in her breaſt, Miſs 
N—— was greatly hurt at this anſwer. 
« To err is human, to forgive divine.” 
How noble is that ſentiment > The 
ſupreme Being is won by penitence to 
pardon; ſhall honour or religion dare to 
be more inexorable? I admire that ſen- 
timent of Pliny, that he looked upon 
that man as beſt and moſt faultleſs, who 
pardons others, as if he never erred; 
but yet ſo abſtains from errors himſelf, 
as if he would never pardon. | You 
know the poet ſays, 


Who by repentence is not ſatisfy'd, 
Is not of heaven, r norearth. 


TI ever am, my dear Madam, 
your affectionate and 


obedtent humble ſervant | 
Mary Ross. 


lies * 
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From Lady FILMER) to Mrs, Bxves, 


AM hf WM. 
T HOUGH I have not the honour | 

of being perſonally known to you, 

yet I entertain ſo high an idea of your 

ik merit, as to embrace with great pleaſure, « 
| ö ttis opportunity of paying you my reſ- iﬀll | 
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pects; and of congratulating you on 

Sir James's marriage to the worthieſt, n 

the moſt exemplary of her ſex; whoſe ( 

* knowledge every one muſt allow is in- ff 
1. ferior to few others; and whoſe pru- L 
{| dence, wiſdom, and virtue, have diſtin - n 


guiſhed her in the various circumſtances 


of her walk through life. Upon Sir le 
f James's arrival here, he pleaded his cauſe ar 


1 ſo effectually, that we at laſt prevailed 
1 | | on 
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on Mrs. Roſs's waving the ceremony of 


waiting a few months longer. 
The completion of my ſon's happineſs, 
hardly afforded me more joy than that 


of my friends. The three couple were 
married yeſterday. Lady H is an 


amiable deſerving woman; yet, dear 
Madam, what a hard part has ſhe not 
got to act in life! It is with ſuch a 


character, as with a limb that has been 


broken, the fracture may be healed, 
but the part is eaſily affected, and can- 
not bear the leaft contuſion. Miſerable 
(faid Cicero) muſt that man be, whoſe 
former life ſtood in need of an apology.” 
Under her unhappy predicament, ſhe 

muſt bid adieu to all her ſpontaneous, 
lively, unoffending follies, which, harm- 
leſs in themſelves, commonly pleaſe, and 


are conſtrued as the prerogatives of 
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there is no myſtery; the muſt look graue 
when others may laugh; ſhe muſt be 


reſerved in general companies, where 
livelineſs and eaſe would render her more 
agreeable; and ſhe muſt be contented to 
appear a fool, leſt a miſconſtruction 
ſhould be put on her words and actions. 
And it is moſt probable, that after all 


her care, ſhe will be eſteemed through 


life, either a prude or a coquette. Both of 
which characters are deſpicable ; but of 


the two, I look upon it to be a leſs crime 


to go one's ſelf, than to lead others 
aſtray ; and think it much leſs blame- 
able to want prudence than character; to 
have a weak heart, than an impertinent 


and corrupt mind. 
The many enen things which 
have been circulated, and by Lady 


H——'s own relations, are really aſ- 


toniſhing. Slander and invective do 
a an 


ka 
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an injury never to be repaired, and are 
conſequently unpardonable fins, | 


An open candid foe I would not hate, 
Nor ev*n inſult the baſe in humble ſtate; 
But thriving malice tamely to forgive, 
'Tis ſomewhat late to be ſo primitive. 


ARMSTRONG, | 
But as we can no more correct 
all ill opinions in the world, than 


heal all the diſtempers that are in it, 


let us poſſeſs ourſelves with this maxim, 
Me can never be hurt but by ourſelves. 
Till there ſhall be a poſſibility of baniſh- 
ing from human ſociety all envy, all 
diſhoneſty, and all ill-nature, it would 
be unwiſe to make ourſelves uneaſy 
about their effects. 

Let theſe effects (I have urged to 
Lady H——) be confined to the objects 
from whence they proceed ; there it is 


only they ought to be, and there it is 


gene- 
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generally productive of miſery, A 
vicious and unfriendly diſpoſition, is a 
greater torment to its poſſeſſor, than it 


can be to others; and is the proper 


object of 7ity, not reſentment. © The 
comforts of a good conſcience, anſivered 
Lady H „together with the chearful 


proſpects of futurity, are certainly more 


than a counterbalance for the ſevereſt 
ſufferings. But though the opinion of 
the world is of little value to a heart 
conſcious of its own integrity, alas! 


madam, the want of it is a bitter ingre- 
dient in the cup of the ſelf-condemned. 


She is ev.dently ſtill in a very declin- 


ing ſtate of health; the ſenſe of her paſt 


errors prey upon her ſpirits. If we re- 
gard this world only, it is the intereſt of 


every man to be either perfefly good, ot 


completely bad : he had better deſtroy his 


_ conſcience than gouly wound: it, The 
many 


— 
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many bitter reflections which every bad 


action coſts a mind in which there are 
any remains of goodneſs, are not to be 
compenſated by the higheſt pleaſures 
ſuch an action can produce. When [I 
look at her it reminds me of an apoſtro- 
phe, the author of a poem called the 
Magdalens, has to the women of the 
world, in propoſing to them the patron 
of the penitent of St. Baume. 


Ne rougirez vous point de ſes pales couleurs ? 


All this family join in beſt compli- 
ments to you and Mr. Bruce, We pro- 
poſe accompanying Sir James and my 
Lady to Bruce-Hill. I need not men- 
tion the happineſs I expe& from being 


perſonally known to a lady whom J ſo 


highly reſpect as Mrs. Bruce, 

Being with the utmoſt regard, Madam, 
Your moft obedient | 
humble ſervant, 


AmnELIA FILMER, 
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From _ ——— to Mr. Lzwis. 


DEAR SIR, 


1 Hope this letter will find you cafely 
arrived at your peaceful habitation; 
and that you found all your friends in 


perfect health. As I knew your good- 


neſs, I make no doubt you have em- 
ploy! ed ſome truſty perſon to make en- 
quiries in Scotland concerning my wor- 


thy parent; and that, if ſhe is ſtill alive, 


that you have tranſmitted to her the 


ſmall ſum of money which I have by 
this time been enabled to ſpare, to ad- 
miniſter to her wants. To make that 
reſpectable woman eaſy, happy, and 
comfortable in her old age, is the wiſh 
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of my ſoul; to the accompliſhment of 
which my every endeavour tends. | 
The extreme melancholy with which 
the Prince is affected, has made me urge | 
his removal from a place which revives 
in his mind fo many diſagreeable ideas, 
and feeds a paſſion which, I am afraid, 
nothing will be able to ſurmount. 

It has been with great pain, my dear 
friend, that I have diſcovered the 
Prince's ſeepticiſm, which I have endea- 
voured to remove. How much have I 
wiſhed for your inſtruction, left by my 
own want of knowledge or miſapprehen- 
tion, I may not have ſufficiently been 
informed in what I have taken upon me 
to explain. I have ſtudied the Prince's 
character; he is poſſeſſed of almoſt 
every good quality; he is rational, 
and impartial, even to ſelf- condem- 
nation; it is a rule with him to do 
always 
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always what is right; he is virtuous, he 
is ſo from principle, and is univerſally 


approved. And as Homer ſays of Axy- 
tus, He is a friend to mankind becauſe 


he loved them all.” His Highneſs is alſo 
noble, gentle, generous ; he poſſeſſes eve- 
ry amiable virtue, but is ſo far from be- 
ing conſcious of aty, or reflecting upon 
them as virtues, that he practiſes them 


only as the means of happineſs; and 
they are ſo far from being the effect of 
labour or reftraint, that he would ſuffer 


if ever he deviated from them : his vir- 
tues therefore have a certain freedom, an 
elegance, and an inexpreffible charm 


of nature about them ; which to be ad- 
mired, needs only to be ſeen: whereas 


the ſtrong defire which ſome people have 


to pleaſe, always prevents their doing ſo. 
With the greateſt contempt of money, 
his liberality is remote from profuſion, 
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which often goes hand in hand with ra- 
pacity; nay what would be profuſion in 
another, is generofity and propriety in 
him. Uncommon characters act ſuperior 
to common rules. Cold inſenſibility, cor- 
zupt ſelfiſhneſs, licentiouſneſs, and de- 
pravity, he compels at once to perceive, 


to taſte, and to approve the pure, exalted, 


refined delight of being ſerviceable to 
mankind, and of which before they 
had neither reliſh nor conception. In 
ſhort, there is but one ſhade to his cha- 
racter, and ſorry I am, that were it to 
continue, it would be ſufficient to eclipſe 
the whole; but I truſt in God that 
through my humble endeavours it wilt 
be removed. As ſoon as I was cer- 
tain of the Prince's infidelity, I could 
not help being ſurpriſed at his regular 
attendance at maſs, and attention to re- 
ligious ob;ervances. I ſoon diſcovered. 
from him, that one of the firſt princi- 

1 ples 
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ples of a deiſt is, to conform to the ex- 
ternal ceremonies of worſhip for the ſake 
of ſociety. Thoſe people who look up- 
on revelation as a fable, believe it to be 
of uſe to the greater part of mankind, 
who are incapable of conducting them- 
ſelves merely by motives of honour; 
and are willing to leave them in an error 
which is productive of moral advan- 
tages. The conduct of the Prince is 
ſuch, that he can have no intereſt in his 
incredulity, therefore the 1 8 diy 
culty is got over. 

I repeated to his Highneſs the ſenti- 
ment I remember to have read of one of 
our Engliſh Givines, which I obſerved 
had great weight with him, «© That 
ſuppoſing an infidel had as much reaſon 
to doubt, as a chriſtian to believe, I 
would (faid the author) be a chriſtian 
upon the principles of common ſenſe: 

for 
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for to what riſque would ſuch a conduct 
expoſe me? Religion, if it had no found- 
ation, would be a comfortable error, - 
which would ſupport me under circum- 
ſtances of diſtreſs, and would deprive 
death of its horrots, by the hope of a 
happy exiſtence hereafter. But if an 


| impious man is miſtaken, what a riſque 


does he run! Dreadfully muſt he be 
undeceived !” The Prince then told me 
that his mind was unhinged by many 
toubts which had been infuſed into 
him, as there were many things he 
could not underſtand ; and added, that 
it muſt ever be the caſe where different 
religions have introduced prejudices, en- 
thuſiaſms, and ſcepticiſms ; where dif- 
ferent ſyſtems of philoſophy have con- 
founded truth; and where univerſal de- 
ceit has ſo undermined it, that if all the 


actions and principles of men could be 
Vor. „ = Oo thrown 


r Kn. 
thrown into one view, the fancied chaos 
would have leſs confuſion in it, But 
(added he) Father Peccatori has in- 
"formed me, our Saviour and his apoſtles 
had their knowledge from a purer foun- 
tain than that of philoſophy. The 
lights they introduced into the world, 
were immediately drawn from Heaven, | 
and have nothing in common with the 
frivilous ſpeculations of human wiſdom,” 
T anſwered the Prince, that © our not be. 
ing able to underſtand the moſt myſte- 
rious parts of chriſtianity, is no argu- 
ment againſt the truth of them. 

There are many things in nature 


whoſe certainty I by no means queſtion, 7 
and yet am totally ignorant of the me- j 
tbods whereby many of them operate; . 
and even of the uſe of ſome of them. M *© 
Can you ſay what purpoſe the fiery co li. 
ar 


met anſwers? How is its motion pro- 
duced 
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duced o regular in its period, ſo un- 
equal i in its motion, and ſo eccentric in its 
courſe? If we deſcend to the meaneſt 
objects, into which the Author of nature 
has ſo curiouſly wrought the maſs of 
dead matter, with the ſeveral relations 
that thoſe bodies bear to one another, 
we have ſufficient evidence of an all-wiſe 
Creator; but there is ſtill ſomewhat 
more wonderful and ſurpriſing in the 
world of life. The divine power and 
goodneſs is no leſs conſpicuous in the di- 
verſity, than in the multitude of living 
creatures. 8 

Every part of matter is peopled, eve- 
ry green leaf ſwarms with little animals. 
If we look through a microſcope at a 

ſage-leaf, we ſhall find it covered with 
a kind of cob-web, in which ſwarms of 
little active creatures with piereing * 


are bufily employed. 
„„ If 
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If we look at a nettle, we obſerve 
its whole ſurface covered over with: 
needles of the moſt perfect poliſh, every 
one of which has three points, . and theſe 
needles reft on @ baſe, which is a bag 


of flexible ſubſtance filled with a ſharp 


poiſonous liquor; this is diſcharged at 
the extremity of every point of the 
needles, that cover the ſurface of the 
nettle; from a hole viſible in every point 
the poiſon is thrown out, which excites 
a ſenſe of pain. | 

In ͤ what manner (continued I) can we 
account for the polypus's property of 
ſupplying that part of its body which 
ſhall be cut away? That inſe& alone, 
of all the creation, does not continue 
maimed by amputation, but multiplies- 


by it. To what can we attribute this 
difference in an inſect, which in all 


particulars beſide reſemble ſo many 
others? 
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others? Yet who doubts of theſe 
things * ? 


An unknowing or accidental caufe 


could never produce ſuch wonderful ef- 


fects. Common ſenſe is able to inform 
the loweſt capacity, that if man 


* We find, in Bonnet's Conſiderations of Organ- 


ized Bodies, in his twelfth chapter, ſeveral reflec- 


tions on the diſcovery of the polypus, with obſerv- 


ations on the ſcale of beings; together with ſome 
uncommon facts relating to. vegetables, and the ana- 


logy between trees and the bones of animals. Mr. 


Bonnet alſo makes two quotations from Mr. Formey, 


and profeſſor Thoeneg, the one tending to ſhew that 


| the propagation of inſects, by dividing,them, was 


known to St. Auguſtin, and even ſo long ago as the 


times of Ariſtotle ; the other intimating that the diſ- 


covery of the polypus was foretold by Leibnitz, as & 
neceſſary link in the chain, uniting: the animal and 
vegetable creation. Mr. Hervey alſo takes notice of 
the ſenſitive plant. She alone (ſays he) partakes 
of perceptive life, at leaſt advances neareſt to the 
more exalted ſtate of being; and may be looked up- 
on as the link which connects the animal and veget- 


able world.“ 


TY ould 
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could make himſelf, he would, by a ne- 


ceſſary conſequence, be perfect as his 


| Maker is, and not be ſubje& to change, 


pain, or diſſolution; in all which, and 


6 many other frailties, the moſt perfect 


among us give evidence of the weak- 
neſs and corruption of our nature: ſo 
that the divine exiſtence may be made 


evident even from our inability to exiſt 
without him. If you view the conſtruc- 
tion of your body, and conſider who, 
and what you are, or whereof you con- 


ſiſt; that all the animal motion neceſſa- 
ry to your life is independent of your 


will; that your heart continually beats 


without your conſent and direction, that 
your blood flows through its various 
channels; and your arteries, ſinews, 
pulſe, muſcles, fibres, and nerves, all 
perform their reſpective functions, with- 


out your help and advice: how you 


are 


AA 
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are preſerved in the world, and came in- 
to it without any knowledge or concur- 
rence of your own : it is evidently ap- 


parent, that he who at the beginning 


made man, endued him with ſenſes be- 
cauſe they were good for him.—Eyes 
wherewith to behold whatever was viſi- 
ble, and ears to hear whatever was to be 
heard. For to what purpoſe ſhould odours 


be prepared, if the ſenſe of ſmelling had 
been denied? Or why the diſtihctions 


of bitter and ſweet, unleſs a palate had 
been likewiſe given to judge of them, 


| and declare the difference ? 


Is not that Providence cnc 
eminent, which, beeauſe the eye of man 
is ſo delicate in its contexture, hath 
therefore prepared eye-lids to receive 
them, which extend of themſelves when- 
ever it is needful, and again cloſe when 


ſleep approaches? What ſounds would 


E 4 ſtun 
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ſtun our ears, if we had the ſenſe of 


hearing in as high a degree as many 
brutes? And ſhould we not be as much 


offended by our fight, if our eyes mag- 


nified objects like certain inſects? We 
muſt therefore allow, that nature has 


beneficently and juſtly given greater de- 


grees of ſenſibility to brutes than, men. 


The Author of nature has taken care to 


Ti provide all his creatures with organs in pro- 5 


portion to the purpoſes he has made them 
for, and has given us all a ſufficient cer- 


tainty, that a power far exceeding human 


knowledge, is exerted even in the ſup- 
port of our bodies. In purſuit of this let 
us enquire where from we have our breath, 


the comforts of heat and light, the fruits 


of the earth, the faculties of the mind, 
the growth of our bodies, the inſertion, 


or joining of our bones, or the circula- 


tion of our blood ? Even this ſuperficial 
| „ 


ſur 
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ſurvey of the human body produces 


amazement in perſons endowed with the 


ſloweſt intellects: but thoſe who have 
made that happy progreſs in phyſiology, 
_ as to diſcover the harmony and uſeful- 
neſs of all the parts of the human ſyſ- 
tem, their mathematical ſituation, the 


regular motion of the pulſe, the wonder- 
ful variety and aptitude of the muſcles. 
and fibres, the curious diverſity of dupli- 


| cates through the whole texture, where ne- 
ceſſary, the ſeparation of the juices, and 
the manner, of digeſtion : thoſe are they 
who have daily opportunitiesof admiring 


the wiſdom and conduct of Providence, 


in ſo noble a fabrick. As man is an in- 
teligent creature, endowed with reaſon, 


conſcience, and the capacity of think- 


ing, comparing, and judging, and mak- 


ing a great progreſs. in knowledge with- 


out. confuſion; does it not plainly prove 
a di- 
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a divine, immaterial, and omnipotent 


Creator. Our reflections, intentions, and 


reaſon, muſt be derived from ſomething 
more noble than the native dulneſs of 


matter; for that which has none of thoſe 


itfelf, cannot confer any of them upon 


another. 


Ir 1s impoſſible to imagine any rela- 


tion between the motion or figure of 


matter and thought; for whether mat- 
ter be divided or not into more agitated 
particles; it is not the leſs matter, leſs 
corporeal, or more capable of thinking, 


the eſſence of matter being always the 
fame : becauſe there can be no differ- 


ence diſcovered in the ſeveral ſorts of its 
accidents, ſuch as motion, figure, ſize, 
&c. none of which can render it capable 
of thought; ſo that, if thinking were 
eſſential to matter, all matter would of 


neceſfity think, In ſhort, it is as eaſy 
to 
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to conceive how the modifications of 


ſound ſhould produce ſeeing, as how the 


modifications of matter can produce 
thinking, for matter cannot determine 
its own motion; nor can a motion (which 
is the only operative accident in it) de- 


termine itſelf, but muſt be determined 
by ſome external cauſe, that is, by ſome- 
thing of another nature, Hence it ap- 


pears, that no ſuch thing as body can be 


| the firſt cauſe of motion; ſo that the firſt 


cauſe of motion muſt be incorporeal ; 


and this firſt cauſe muſt be the original 
of all beings that have Tn. or 
can be underſtood.” 


The Prince anſwered, cc Might not 


man exert the ſame functions under an- 
other form, and without that internal 
mechaniſm I had deſcribed; why then 


has he this form, or thoſe intricacies in 
bis machinery?“ I replied, * Becauſe 


bis 
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His Maker choſe it, as ſeeing it beſt.” 
Is not this, my reſpectable friend, the 
proper anſwer on all occaſions, when the 
decrees of the Almighty are drfcufed! 
Facts only are obvious to our reaſon; 
we muſt judge of them by the evidence 
of their reality; if that is ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh the facts, why, or how, they 
were produced, is beyond our compre- 
henfion. Finite minds cannot judge of 
infinite wiſdom. Should we not beware 
of giving cauſes for things which are pri- 
mary in themſelves: and doing what 
Leibnitz thought it unreaſonable to re- 
quire, as appears by his queſtion to a 
great queen, © Vous voulez, madame, 
que je vous donne le pourquoi de pour 

quoi?“ | 
Let us, in admiring the works of na- 
ture, be conſcious of the deficiency of our 
own judgment, when it. attempts to find 
| | | QUt 
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out the ways of infinite wiſdom; and 

ier us be as cautibus of enquiring into his 
© bandy-works, as we ſhould be of meddling; 
© Wl vith his attributes. But to purſue this 
enquiry a little further: if we are led by 
5 WH nprejudiced reaſon to confider what 
could paſs in the dark and waſteful re- 
rions of nature, before the obſcure con- 
fifion of the unborn world was calmed 
ind reduced into harmony and order; 
| what the ſtate of this earth was before 
the diſtribution of the firſt matter into 
parts ; whence that matter proceeded ; 
what ſupernatural power drew order out. 
of that confuſion, giving laws to the 
whole, and the leaſt individual thereof; 
and whence the various operations of 
nature ſo regularly proceeded. - what 
can we think! Can we unpute the ori- 
gin, and government of all this, to 
chance! Surely all the laws of motion 
and 
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and viciſfitudes in nature, that are regy- 
lated with ſo much order, proportion, 


and defign, can never be the effe& of 


an accidental concourſe of | irregular 
cauſes operating by an ignorant neceſſi- 


ty! Chance can never act in a perpetual 


conſiſtence with itſelf, or appear uni- 
form in all its operations. 
The great Author of nature has dif- 


covered himſelf to us in the profuſion of 


his bleſſings; and engages our affec- 
tions by his boundleſs munificence. If 
a due ſenſe of ſuch ineſtimable benefac- 


tions does not lead us to a knowledge of 
him who 1s the fountain from whence 


they flow, we muſt not only be ſhame- 
fully remiſs, but ungrateful. 

Let us reflect on the end for 
which the beauty, order, and immenſe 


treaſure of the whole was intended; 


but let us be careful not to extend 
our 


Fr 
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our enquiries beyond the limits pre- 
ſcribed to human reaſon.— l know not if 
you will approve of my arguments, but 
1 flatter myſelf that they have been eff 
cacious to the Prince. 

I am ever, dear Sir, your obliged, 
and obedient ſervant, 


 EpwarD TRUEMAN. 
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From Lady FiLMER, to Lady BRvcz. 


| | Filmer-Place. 
DEAR MADAM, 


SIR John and I arrived fafe here, and 
found Lady Harriet and Edward in 


perfect health, and as happy as you | 


could poſſibly with them, Joyful ſtate 
of human nature, loving and being 
V be- 
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N beloved; where every joy is heightened 
into rapture, every little pleaſing trifle 


unfelt by others, becomes a ſource of 


infinite delight! May no fell hour de- 
ſtroy this bliſsful ſtate, no blaſting in- 
cident breathe deſtruction on their 
blooming hopes of happineſs, Lady 
Dacres had ſent frequent meſſages to 
know when I was to arrive; 1 ſent to 
her as ſoon as I came town; ſhe came 
inſtantly to me. My Lord is already 


| heartily tired of her, and has taken a girl 


into keeping, one of the dancers at the 
opera. In conſequence of this, they have 
had frequent quarrels, 


He acquainted her cooly, that men ; 


of the world, inſtead of overcharging the 
heart with one grand paſſion, divide its 
affection into a thouſand little, light, 
tranſitory likings, taſtes, and attachments 


(the ſmall money of love), as people 


change 
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change gold into ſilver, preferring ſtill 
the value of the whole. Lady Dacres' 
pride was ſenfibly hurt, and things have 
come to the utmoſt extremity between 
them ; inſomuch that ſhe was determined 
to leave him, and return no more to her 
houſe. -I reaſoned her out of it, by de- 
firing her to recolle&, what right, ſhe 
had to expect conſtancy from a man, 
whoſe character ſhe had been well in- 


formed of, previous to her connection 


with him : that, as ſhe had taken it 
upon herſelf to marry him under theſe 
diſadvantages, and enjoys his rank and 
fortune, it was her duty to be blind to 
is failings, and nts as to his weak- 

neſſes. | 


The troubles of life, Madam (ſaid Do 
| conſtantly place in the balance againſt 
ne enjoym ents; and they convince me 


erery day, more and more of the vanity 
Voi... F 
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E ealth, rank. 5. fame, have con- 
ſtantly a number of troubleſome atten- 
dants; and the anxiety in the purſuit 
of theſe, frequently exceed the pleaſure 
in the enjoyment; There is a good and 
a bad light, in which every thing that 


blefled, if they pleaſe. Women, my 
dear Lady Dacres (ſaid I) would do 
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of all human eee, Every paſſion 
followed by its - own corrector. 


befals us may be taken. If the human 
mind will buſy itſelf to make the worlt 


can 
of every diſagreeable occurrence, it will ' 
never want woe. There are: more born five 
to miſcry, than Zappineſs in this life; but end 

n may die to be ever - glorious, and ever pici 


well, to forbear their declamations againſt 


* 

the falſity and wickedneſs of men. "The "I 
fault is theirs, to fall into ſuch coatſe- WM ages 
ſpun ſnares as are laid for them. an eter 

5 3 ; RECs not ſe, 

ESR eternal 


Had 


ill 
rn 
Ul 
ver 
my 
do 
inſt 
The 
rſe- 


ad 


LETTER 67 
Had you ſeen things as they really 
were, you would have as little been per- 
ſuaded that Lord Dacres was a hero 
of romance, as that you yourſelf were 
that goddeſs he defined you. There is 
no eternity in any ſublunary thing, and 
leaſt of all in love. When a lover 
ſwears, he will love you eternally, it ſigni- 
fes only, bis raſh ion will * as long as it 
WWW 
The mean adorations, and the exceſ- 
five complaiſance by - which the men 
endeavour to pleaſe, would create a ſuſ- 
picion, and induce our ſex to miſtruſt 
ſuch unbecoming homages. It is ne- 
celary to a certain degree, that we 
: * In the love calendar, as moments are ſome- 
times years, and years ages ; it happens tao that 
ages become years, and years moments: thus, it zs 
on eternity fince I ſaw you, ſometimes means, I have 


not ſeen you theſe two days; and my love will be 
«irnal, often ſignifies, it will laſt but two days. 


. 2 . Thouls 
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ſhould accommodate our likings and our 
averſions, to our ſituations; by ſtrug- 
gling with our chains, we only inflict 
wounds that were never intended us. 
I own it is hard, in your preſent fitua- 
tion (the lays-in next month) to be ſo 
treated ; but reſentment will only aggra- 
vate your misfortunes. Endeavour tocalm 
your ſpirits, and take care of your health; mar 
perhaps when Lord Dacres is humanized 7 
by the tender name of father, it may 
probably make a change in his conduct, 


The filence often of pure innocence 
I erſuades, when ſpeaking fails. 


Alas! we ſuffer with impatience the 
misfortunes that beſet us: we weep, we 
lament, we think the evil inſupportable, 

and look upon it as the greateſt imagina- 
ble ; and yet, it is but too true, that the 
greateſt grief in our preſent apprehenſion, 
may be ſucceeded by a ſtill greater. 
| Had 
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Had you, my dear Lady Dacres, left 
your huſband's houſe, you muſt have 
ever been dependent upon him, for even 
a ſcanty allowance; a thouſand ſtories 
would have -circulated to your difad- 
vantage, and you would have had no 
longer the command of that fortune, 
which you may now render beneficial to 
mankind.” ' 
This laſt circumſtance ſeemed to 
| firike Lady Dacres particularly. I told 
her, I was very far from depreciating 
Lord Dacres* underſtanding ; but as ſhe 
ſeemed to hold it in contempt herſelf, 
that ſhe ſhould be more careful to re- 
train her vivacity, than ſhe need to 
have done, had he had ſuperior talents 
to herſelf. It is a great advantage in 
the commerce of life, to have to do with 
people of ſenſe, rather than with others. 
Whatever miſunderſtanding may be our 
F 4 unhap- 
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unhappineſs to fall into, with regard to 
the former, it is ſufficient, in order to 
recover their good graces, to explain 
ourſelves, juſtify our conduct, or offer an 


apology for it. But as to the Hpid, 


and ignorant, it is a much more difficult 
matter to deal with them; for as they 
are extremely bigoted in their preju- 


dices, a reconcilement with them is not 
_ eaſily obtained. I afterwards ſpoke to 


Lady Dacres of her religious duties, 
which would dictate patience, reſigna- 
tion, and all the other virtues. “ This, 
ſaid I, will teach you to bear up under 
diſguſt, anger, and perhaps contempt; 
will render you affectionate, virtuous, 
 ſenfible, even if after every effort to 
pleaſe, you are ſtill expoſed to the il 
treatment of your huſband. And though 
you may never have the ſatisfaction of 


receiving approbation for actions the 
moſ 
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moſt commendable, nay, muſt even 
conceal them, and for your own eaſe 
appear to be in fault; religion will 
teach you to hide your forrows from the 
world, and mourn only in ſecret ; and 
thus making a continual ſacrifice of 
your inclinations, you will endeavour 
to take on yourſelf, the blame of thoſe: 
faults which you cannot prevent. Fho' 
you will be guided only by thoſe rules. 
which virtue and reaſon inſpire, it is 
probable your virtue will be unapproved, 
and your reaſon unattended to; and yet 
though every ſolicitude and indulgence, : 
of themſelves almoſt perſuaſive, prove. 
neffectual to the purpoſe deſired, you 
will till endeavour that nothing of this 
comeſtic uneaſineſs ſhall be obſerved by 
others, that your huſband may at leaſt 
appear a man of ſenſe and principle. 


— — 


F 4 Ea Re- 


=> — 


** 
8 


. — Z "= 8 * — . — 
=> - n . = - — Sens — — r 
— — - 8 KD _ — — — - "4 1 * * - -- 
— IX — — — — 2 1 — — "= 
n- — 1 — — — — ne _—_._ E * 2 r rn 
—— — — — — — — — EY —3 X 4 > 2 
— e 2 > 


— I INIT 
— — 

- — 

— | 


72 LETTER UN 


Religion dictates all this, and a great 
deal more.” Good God! Madam, 


replied ſhe, how you alarm me! I al- | 
ways thought to be married, was to be 
my own miſtreſs ; inſtead of whieh, from 
the picture you have drawn, you put 
me in mind of the pitiable fituation of 
thoſe poor men 1n the army, who ſerve q 
under tyrannical officers. Born to the 5 
ſame privileges with thoſe who com- i 
mand them, and even by the military h 
law entitled to good uſage, it is with Ml 
them often a point of prudence to put 8 
up with the worſt : to quit the ſervice of 
without leave, is death; to complain, ” 
may be conftrued mutiny, and expoſe ul 
a man to great danger. Now if J am ce 
under the ſame unfortunate predicament, in 
I am to have no paſſions, no inclinations pu 
of my own, but am to be turned into 2 we 
piece of clock-work, which my huſband ang 


8 


is to wind up, or let down at his good 
pleaſure. A fine woman, when ſhe is 
married, then, makes as ridiculous a 
figure as a beaten general marching out 
of a garriſon.” 
I could not help ſmiling at this ſally 
of Lady Dacres ; but recollecting myſelf, 
put her Ladyſhip in mind, that it had 
not been my fault that ſhe was not better 
informed ; as I had always urged to 
her, that before we enter into any rela- 
tion, we ſhould ſet ourſelves to examine 
with care, what are the duties which it 
eſpecially requires; what kind of beha- 
riour will render us moſt agreeable and 
uſeful to thoſe with whom we are con- 
cerned ; that we expect not perfection 
in any, nor lay too much ſtreſs on nice 
punctilios of honour and reſpect; that 
we make favourable interpretations, 
and the moſt indulgent and candid * 
| low. 


lowances in all caſes, ' that the nature of 


the caſes themſelves will bear ; that | 


we animadvert not too ſtrictly on little 
failings and indiſcretions ; nor be over- 
rigid in cenſuring greater miſcarriages, 
which appear to have proceeded from 
precipitation, overſight, want of due re- 
flection, and not from a vicious or ma- 
levolent heart, or a real intention to 
offend; that we avoid oroſeneſs, which 
make others ſullen and diſobliging; 
unjuſt ſuſpicions which are the bane of 
friendſhip, and deſtroy mutual confi- 
dence ; exceſſes of paſſion, which blind the 
underſtanding, that it cannot form a 
right judgment; and pride, one of the 
moſt turbulent of the bad principles, 
by which human nature is actuated; 
and that, above all things, we ſhould 
preſerve a cool temper, or if it happened 
at any time to be inflamed, to allay 
the ferment, and reduce it to a ſtate of 

— com- 
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compoſure and tranquility as ſo6n as 
poſhble ; that being free from inward 
perturbation, we may the more regularly 
attend to our own incumbent duty. All 
this, my dear Lady Dacres, you may 
recollect I have often told you; and alſo 
that by marriage you would contract a 
ſtill greater dependence; and I alſo 
taught you the means of rendering this 
dependence agreeable, and of en 
the unn 
When once a wife poſſeſſes her bus 
band's confidence, and deſerves it, her 
power is not inconfiderable. Women 
have but one privilege, that of making 
remonſtrances ; .this 1s really our own, 
and it is incumbent on us to know how 
to uſe it. | 
It is my opinion, that we can n have 
but little love for the perſon whom we 
will never indulge, even in an unreaſon— 
able demand. But to give up the 
point 


—. — 8 5 


r 


point with chearfulneſs in thoſe leſs 
important matters, which intereſt our- 
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ſelves alone, is abſolutely neceffary, in 
order to preſerve that influence we have 
got over a huſband, to thoſe greater 
occaſions, wherein a deviation from rec- 
titude would be moſt dangerous ; to 


endeavour, without ſeeming to aim at 
conviction, to convince him of an error, 


by that mode of perſuaſion which is 
dictated by reaſon, and preſented by all 


the graces of love and mildneſs. To be 


able to do this, is to poſſeſs a charm by 
which we ſhall obtain ſuch an empire as 
is moſt to be preferred, but of which 


no boaſt muſt be made. It is incredible 


what a change woman can produce in 
the conduct, behaviour, and manners of 
a man. Silence, when it ſhows ſub- 
miffion and not ſullinefs, is apter to per- 
ſuade, than angry arguments produced 


in oppoſition. All men love power and 
ſupe- 
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ſaperiority, and a meek and quiet ſpirit 
ſeems to yield to them, even when it 
takes their power from them. If you 
perceive in my Lord a diminution of 
tenderneſs, or that he has placed it on 
another, your cares, your attention to 
him, ought to be redoubled. But be. 
not too prodigal of careſſes to him, 
which at this time might be trouble- 
ſome. „5 

But I charge you above all things 
never to reproach him, as reproaches, 
however cautiouſly worded, generally 
leave a ſting behind them, not eaſy to 
be extracted. There is, I know, a re- 
ſource, which ſome women recur to, 
but it is a dangerous one; I mean, co- 
quetry : they hope to accompliſh their 
intentions by means of jealouſy. But theſe 
women, by adding the loſs of eſteem 
to the loſs of love, defeat their own 
| ſchemes,, 
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ſchemes, and deprive themſelves of ever 
'hope of reformation. | | 


Now, my dear Lady Daches, added 


I, you base given me fincere pleaſure, 
by taking my advice on the preſent ſitua- 


tion of your affairs ; be affured none 
will more fincerely deal with you; and | 
Hatter myſelf, you will pardon the liber- 
ty I take in-begging to know, by what 
means you became informed of my Lord's 


infidelity to you?“ After ſome. little 


heſitation, ſhe ſaid, it was Miſs Ridley. 
—1 then aſked her, as it was plain it 
was her duty to act as if ſhe did not 
know it, whether ſhe had been obliged 


to Miſs Ridley for the information: — 


She owned ſhe was not; but, at the 
ſame time, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe herſelf had 
placed her on the watch to detect Lord 
Dacres; and, in conſequence, my Lord 
had infilted on her gung out of the 
houſe; 


LETTER MM 
houſe ; and that their laſt quarrel had 
been occaſioned by this, and a ſlighting 
ſpeech ſhe had made of La Gotella, 


whom Lord Dacres keeps. You remem- 
ber the poet ſays, 


In bed, he llept not for my urging it ; 


At board, he fed not for my urging it; 


Alone, it was the object of my theme, 


In company, I often- glanced at it; ' 
Still did I tell him it was vile and bad. 


| 1 conjured her, to ſend Miſs Ridley 
home, by which the would ſhow her 
obedience to my Lord; and never to let 


any thing ſevere or ironical fall from 


her in his hearing, either with reſpect 
to himſelf, or the object he is attached 
to. — That the beſt method is, to avoid 


ſpeaking at all on theſe ſubjects. And 


as to encouraging any perſon to inform 


her concerning her huſband, that I was 


ſure ſhe muſt be convinced, on reflec- 


tion, 
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tion, that it was being wanting to her 


own dignity. 
Even with vulgar minds, too cloſe an 


inſpection is uſeleſs, and engages them 


to other methods of deceit. But with 


minds at all cultivated, it is highly per- 


nicious. Lady Dacres aſſured me, that 
ſhe would follow my advice implicitly; 


that the perplexity of not knowing how 
to act, was the greateſt torment imagin- 
able, which I had now relieved her 


7, OW 

But ſhe could not think of giving up 
Miſs Ridley, whom ſhe had taken under 
her protection. I told her, that as long 
as we live in the world we are, and 
ought to be amenable to the judgment 
of others, who decide, that friendſhip 
muſt conſiſt in an agreement of humout 
and diſpoſitions. I preſumed, therefore, 


that ſhe would be unwilling that a young 
woman 


10d; 
-F 
of F 
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Your 


A per.on has little reliſh for that merit 


blance in his own breaſt; and, there- 


þ: fore, people attach themſelves to fi- 
milar diſpofitions with their own. The 
voice of cenſure I never attend to, but 
- when I perceive corroborating proofs of 
tis juſtneſs in the perſon's conduct; and 
furely Miſs Ridley's levity is diſtinguiſh- 
9 able in her every action; and does not 
p ber late officiouſneſs, madam, ſaid I, 
9 indicate a bad heart. 
d Had ſhe loved you, or had juſt ideas 
nt of propriety, ſhe would have concealed 
ip irom you, what, in knowing, could only 
vr be productive to you of evil, by ruining 
e, our peace, and endangering your health; 
vo nd by giving way to your paſſions, you 


Vo. IV. 2 5 


_LETTER MH. 
woman of her character, ſhould be ranked 
among the number of her friends. Vice 
may reverence, but it naturally fears virtue. 


in another, of which he finds no reſem- 


might 
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might not only have loſt your reputation 
and eſtabliſhment, by leaving your Lord's 
| houſe, but alſo your life, and that of 
your child's, the heir of your huſband's 
title and fortune, and the ſurety of his 
tenderneſs and affection. Nothing but 


him 
prov 
been 
for t 
of | 


hum: 


finding ſome fault in the heart can ever 0 
excuſe us for abandoning our friends; fiene 
in this inſtance, you have great reaſon to In th 
be exculpated to yourſelf. „ made 
In ſhort, my dear Lady Bruce, my an eſt 
arguments prevailed, I attended Lady here 
Dacres home; and, by her deſire, took . fri 
my Lord afide, and informed him of MI” for 
her intention to get rid of Miſs Ridley. oon 
He appeared very much ſurpriſed, and et ru 
ſaid, that he would always be happy, if P £0 
ſhe continued to take my advice. I took Gral 
the liberty of reminding him of her pre- lures © 
ſent fituation, and affection for him, Mite 
which I was perſuaded would induce 1 
told 


bim 


LET TREK XEIF, in 
bim to be tender of her, and would 
proye an antidote to the poiſon which had 
been infuſed into her mind. We chatted 
for two hours, and I had the pleaſure 
of leaving them in . good 
humour. 

Of what conſequence is it, my dear 
fiend, with whom we connect ourſelves! 
In the choice of my friends, I always 
made virtue my guide, for I held it as 
an eſtabliſhed rule of my conduct, that 


where there is no virtue, there can be 


| 
: no friendſhip ; and that the union which 
\ Wb formed by vice, intereſt, or paſſion, 


lon diffolves, nor does it an but * 
our ruin. 
People ſhould be always attentive to 
durafer ; for, notwithſtanding the mea- 
ſures of right and wrong are faid to be 
manifeſt, yet charaCter biafles and runs 
*s with all mankind. The world (as 
| told Lady Dacres) will always judge 
3 of 


Ice 
im 
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of us by our companions. The com- 
plaint that little regard is commonly 
paid to internal good qualities, is unreaſon. 
able. The heart is inviſible, but externa 


objects ſtrike the eyes of all. The per. 3 
ſon who is ſeen to connect herſelf with ja 
the virtuous, the wiſe, and the good, i; Ve 
thought ! herſelf to be ſuch ; it appearing ” J 
natural, that there ſhould be a conformi- 0 f 
ty of diſpoſition between thoſe who Dat. 
take of the ſame amuſements. Who 
We are, therefore, commonly Judged ed! 
the counter-part of the giddy, if we arc know 
ſeen to aſſociate with them. aße 
Friendſhips ſhould, therefore, never fectio 
be formed but with the worthy, It the a 
drawn into any other by a miſrepreſenta- nem, 


tion of character, they ſhould be retrad- 
ed ſecretly, to avoid the cenſure of ill. 
ture, or ill- manners. But if even fuch 4 


conduct ſhould be reſented by the part), 
it 
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than one's own reputation, If bad. ex- 


ple does not ſuddenly corrupt a heart 
impreſſed with the love of virtue, it at 


5 caſt inſenfibly tarniſhes i its purity, 
11 
3 Vice is a monſter of ſuch frightful mien, 


As to be hated, needs but to be ſeen. 
hut ſeen too oft familiar with its face, 
We firſt behold, then pity, then embrace. 


Who can touch pitch, and be not defil- 
ed: A woman either young, little 
known, or of a middle ſtation of life, 
may eſſentially hurt herſelf by the pro- 
tection ſhe affords others, which, at 
the ſame time, can be of little uſe to 
them, For the ſame reaſons, does not 
Jour Ladyſhip think, that it not only re- 
quires a woman of ſuperior rank, or well 
known in the world, but one of advanc- 
« age, and approved conduct, to ven- 
G 3 „„ 


j: is better to riſque their enmity 
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ture with impunity to Ranaleigh with 


Lady — IO Almack's with Mrs, 
—, or to exhibit Miſs — in her P 


box at the opera. { 
A brilliant wit, agreeable talent N 
may gain our admiration, but hare fo 
no right to our friendſhip unleſs the) 00 
are accompanied with virtue. It ih © 
therefore, eſſentially neceſſary, that we pl 
do not confound the jargon of the world i 
with the language of the heart, nor fr 
blend the ſuperficial manners of people * 
with their real characters. We muſt by 
avoid falling into vulgar errors; weſhould thr 
_ approve or diſlike reaſonably, If we oh 
follow the dictates of reaſon, we are ſafe. Wl * 
Let us live in the world, but let us not POL 
adopt its follies ; and, at the fame time, Wl ©" 
let us, in avoiding them, beware of 8 
thinking that we have a right to deſpiſe ſ Join 
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thoſe who have been ſo weak as to be 
ſeduced by them. It is ſtrange that 
philoſophy, ſo noble in its principles, 
ſo mild in its maxims, ſo indulgent in 
its dictates, ſhould inſenſibly be con- 
founded with a ſordid and moroſe miſan- 
thropy ; that an inexhauſtible ſource of 


_ conſolation to mankind ſhould be em- 


ployed only in afflicting, mortifying, and 


inſulting us. Do you not, my dear 


friend, with me look down with pity, 
unmixed with envy, on all thoſe who, 
by their youth, are doomed to toil 
through the rugged road of life in ſearch 
of a happineſs, that is not to be met with 
mit; and, at the higheſt, can be com- 
pounded for, only by the PPG of a 


contented mind. 


Sir John, Lady Harriet, and Soom 
join me in beſt reſpects to all your 
G 4 SE 
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family, with congratulations on Mig. 


Bruce's ſafe delivery ; and, I ever am, 


with real affection : 


* Your, 
AMELIA FriMms, 


LET TR 
From Mr. TRUEMAN, to Mr. Lewis, 


DEAR SIR, Naples, 
I AM greatly concerned to acquaint 
you, that the amiable Lady F 


is no more. She was delivered of 2 
daughter, and ſeemed in a fair way of 


recovery, but died in the third day. 


There could no reaſon be affigned for 
it, unleſs we may account for it from 


the impreſſion of a dream that ſhe had, 
which 
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which all her good ſenſe, and the rea- 
: ſoning of her friends could not over- 
come. | - 
It is needleſs for me to acquaint you 
of my Lord's diſtraction of mind, or the 
diſtreſs of all Lady F— 's friends up- 
on this melancholy occaſion. The Prince 
is inconſolable, and regrets her as if he 
had been himſelf the diſtinguiſhed + ob- 
ject of her affections. 
have done every thing in my power 
to ſoothe and ſupport them; but being 
conſcious of the inequality of my powers 
to the due performance of the taſk, I 
wiſhed inceſſantly for your aſſiſtance. 
I have urged to my noble friends, that 
to lament for the happy 18 impiety and 
tolly, To feel for one's own loſs is the 
impulſe of humanity ; but a too great 
indulgence of affliction is contrary to the 
aus of Chriſtianity, 


Mr. 


mm LETTERF- XY. 
Mr. Thompſon has finely expreſſed 


this in his philoſophical Poem. en the 
Seaſons: 


This infancy of nature cannot be 
| God's final purpoſe. 


You may believe, my dear Sir, that 
J did not intrude theſe ſentiments until a 
fit opportunity. There are, in truth, 
certain moments when the muſic of the 
ſpheres would be diſcordant, and when 
the condolence of our deareſt friends 1s 
an unwelcome interruption. 
The human ſoul ſettles on ker darling 
ſubject, deſcends into herſelf, and in 
dulges in a luxury, which, bee like, 
extracts the poiſon of n.. 


Ak the fond youth 
Why the cold urn of her whom long he lov'd, 
So often fills his arms, ſo often draws 
Hrs lonely footſteps at the ſilent hour, 
= Jo pay the mournful tribute of his tear? 
4 | | 0 
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O! he will tell thee, that the wealth of worlds, 
Should ne'er ſeduce his boſom to forego 

That ſacred hour, when ſtealing from the noiſe 
Of care and envy, ſweet remembrance ſooths 
With virtue's kindeſt looks bis aking breaſt, 
And turns his tears to rapture. A.&ENSIDB. 


My Lord has been adviſed to accom- 
pany us to Greece, Whenever the mind 
receives a blow, and is deprived of its 
uſual tranquility, changing the ſcene is 
the beſt method we can take to forget 
our loſs, or diſappointment, and reſtore 
its peace, New ſcenes, images, and 
objects, by attracting our eyes, turn 
our thoughts into another channel, 
which, if we can by any means accom- 
pliſh, our buſineſs is done. It is the 
dwelling on diſagreeable reflections ex- 
cited by the objects before them, which 
drives ſo many people under the preſſure 

of affliction to deſpair. 


Now, 
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Now, my dear fiiend, while I have 
been exerting myſelf to reaſon others 
into tranquility, it has required no fmall 
reſignation in myſelf, to bear with for- 
titude, the death of my - reſpectable 
friend, and ſecond parent (ny old tutor) 
Mr. R——. 


I owe every thing to his Ay; 


he was my only friend, my comforter, 


my ſtay : when the unkindneſs of my re- 
lations had plunged the moſt amiable 
of mothers into diſtreſs, ſuch as even 
deprived her of educating or maintain- 
ing her only child. Alas! what judg- 
ment, what knowledge, what virtue are 
gone with him to the grave; oh! that 
when he took his flight to Heaven, he 


could have left me, like Elias, his 


mantle, that he could have left me his 
learning and experience in life; ſuch 3 
legacy would have been far more valuablc 

| A 
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to me than all the riches of Peru. He 
has left me 1500 pounds. Shall I 
trouble you to receive it from his execu- 


tor? If my mother has furvived her miſ- 


| fortunes, tranſmit it to her: if, alas! 
ſhe is no more, lay my traſh (for ſuch I 
ſhall then confider it) out in any way 
your wiſdom ſhall direct. I am call- 


ed — . 


FUE Prince has had a fall from his 
horſe, by which he has received a vio- 


lent contuſion on the head. He is at 
preſent inſenfible, the ſurgeons are ar- 
rived. — 


Alas! my dear friend, the amiable, | 


the worthy, the deſerving Prince is in 


the utmoſt danger. His prieſt is with | 
him. He has juſt ſent for me —— 


The Prince addreſſed me in a feeble 
voice in theſe words; © My dear 
Trueman, my * to you are 
inex- 
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SETTER BY. 


inexpreſſible; I love you with the ten: 


not ungrateful to you. There are few 
people who have any notion of ſervices, 


opinion, thoſe perſons who give up their 
time, and ſacrifice all their inclinations 


derneſs of a brother, and as I find myſelf 
dying, you will ſoon be ſenſible I am 


which are nit pecuniary. But in my 


to the liumuurs of others, cannot be 
over-paid by any thing we can do for 
them. | 
Mien never think a flave obliged to 
them, for giving him bread when he has 
performed his taſk. And certainly it is 
a double ſlavery to be made ſervile under 
the maſk. of friendſhip. I know, my 
dear friend, added he, how much you 
have ſuppreſſed your own grief, to miti- 
gate ours. But this is a ſmall obliga- 
tion, in compariſon of the new lights 
you have afforded me ; even father Piſ- 

 Catorr! 


LETTER XS 


catorri himſelf has acknowledged it.— 
The little Eliza and you will ſhare. 
equally of two thirds of my large poſſeſ- 
fons.“ His Highneſs grew faint, I called 
in the prieſt ; the Prince grew better, 
but fevered in the third day after. I 
have not been able to finiſh my letter 
until now, all hopes are now extinguiſh- 
ed. Alas my friend, the Prince's death 
$ announced to me. I can no more, 


Yours, 
EDWARD TRUEMAN. 
L E T T1 kx a 


From the Same, to the Same. 


2 


MY DEAR SIR, Naples. 


THE extreme grief I felt at the 

concluſion of my laſt letter was 
unutterable. I went into the apartment 
„ of 


WW 'LETTEX ive 
of my deceaſed friend, claſped the dead 


of 
body in my arms; and the leſſons J had 
$ 
fo frequently and recently given to , 
others, I f. und difficult to practiſe my- 2 
ſelf, As I was pronounced ſole execu- 
: e 
tor, I took every thing upon myſelf; wh 
and was determined not to precipi- 
85 | | | thr 
tate matters; I had heard of people's mM 
recovering after a lopg interval of ceſ 7 
ſation of the animal ſpirits. By con- 5 
ſulting the obſervations of the famous 
4 
anatomiſt Winſlow, we may be con- le 
vinced that between death and life, there 
5 « ©: Cm | I all 
is often ſo faint a ſhadowing, that it b A 
not even perceptible by all the lights ol Joy 
the medical art, and the moſt attentive 5 
obſervations. Nothing proves bettes, gp 
how much a certain ſtate of life reſem- 
| +74 As | 
bles that of death; fo that it is ex- of 
ceeding reaſonable, and an act of hum you 
nity, to act with caution in the interment i y 


of 


LETTER XE 
of the dead. Four. and twenty hours, 
as it ſometimes is performed (in this 
place), is not a ſufficient time for diſtin- 
puiſhing between a real and apparent 
death. There are inſtances of perſons 
who have riſen from their graves after 
three days. Charity and religion re- 
commend therefore a ſufficient time to 
wait, that life, if it ſtill ſubfiſts, may 

manifeſt itſelf by fi Igns. 
At the end of two days, Lord F 
ſaid to me, *£ Trueman, notwithſtanding 
all your good ſenſe, you act like a mad- 
man ; your attempt is vain. The Prince's 
death, joined 'to my other misfortunes, 
are too much for me: I quit Naples 
to-morrow ; I take my Eliza with me. 
As her intereſt is concerned in the will 
of the Prince, I leave all that for 
you, to manage for her. I muſt. 

Vor. IV. H -—— 


LETTER: SHE 


fet out with this little comforter: change 
of place is neceſſary to keep me in my 
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ſenſes; the Prince T loved as I love you, 
Tin ; can I ſay any thing ſtronger. : 
1 After kiſſing the remains of his deat bur 
Ll friend, and bathing him with tears, be e 
departed. bie 
I found by Le Fleur, that it was ry- fic 
moured in the palace, that the Engliſh- | frien 
man was mad, that 0 corpſe had been Or t 
ever kept at Naples fo long. I believe er 
ſome of the domeſtics were impatient aun 
for their legacies. I let them ſpeak on, the f 
watched by my friend, and was deter- * a 
mined before I ſaw a change take place, x » 
not to permit the laſt offices to be done hy 
him. I was rewarded for my trouble; Wh 
at the end of the third day his breath Bl oy 
appeared on the glaſs! judge of our 6 p 
joy !—my care, attention, and —_ 3 8 


(under 


(under God) has reſtored him to my 
wiſhes, Is not this a leſſon to mariy ? 
am convinced numbers of people are 


premature, by the ſelfiſh difpoſition of 
hireling nurſes, to whofe care the laſt 
offices are conſigned by their over deftcate 


or datiful heirs, whoſe extreme ſelf. Iove 
prevents them, under the diſguiſe of 
| fenfibility or weak nerves, from proving 
the fmcerity of thoſe profeſſions. Should 
we not on thofe occafions, remember 
the golden maxim, of doing as we wiſh fo 


e «a 3 

5 it done to? How unchriſtian it is in Eng- 
„ ad, the inſtant a perfon dies, if he is 
n eat man, the family leave the houſe; 


er (who at his burial furniſh mourners 


Hs 


buried alive; or that their death is often 


friends, fond hufbands, affetZionate wives, 


i! a poor one, he is ſent to the underta- 


or the occaſion), as if all affeCtions, all 
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| obligations, were to end with —__ 


Prince propoſes going there alſo, before 
we go to Greece; Father Piſcatorr 
| attends us. I ever am, dear and eſteemed 


LETTER ain 


breath of the party. 

Thank God, my dear Prince 1 is now 
able to fit up in bed. We have not 25 
yet acquainted him with the circum- 
ſtances of his illneſs, but refer that until 
he is perfectly recovered. 

As I have been obliged to pretend 
ſudden. buſineſs obliged Lord F—— 
to return. inſtantly to England, the 


friend, 


yours faithfully, | 


EDWARD TRUEMAN- 


Au. 


8 
L * 1 mn 
From Lady FI LMER, to Lady BrucE. 


DEAR MADAM, 


Ire the pleaſure to acquaint you, 
Lady Dacres and Lady Harriet are 
both perfectly recovered. 
Lady Dacres behaved in ſuch an ex- 
emplary a manner before her lying: in, 
that I began to form great hopes of her; 


| her Lord even appeared affected by her 


condeſcenſion, wild as he is: he is 
much delighted with his little ſon; and 
the duke, "Mis farher, 1 is diſtractedly fond 
of him. 

But, notwithſtanding ſhe is much 
troubled with the redundancy of mil 
which nature has ſupplied for the nou- 
nſhment of the child, I found, to my 
great ſurprize, ſhe had laid aſide all 

H 5 thoughts 


mm LETTERS ALT 
thoughts of nurſing her child. Thus, 
was ſhe no longer ſenſible of being 
a mother, than when ſhe was with 
child; and that over, the duties, aud 
almoſt the very name, is quite forgot, 
and the child was diſmiſſed to a diſtant 
chamber. If the object of her affection 
is thus diſcarded, what more could be 
done to that of her hatred ? Indolently 
ſtretched in a bed of ſtate, ſhe ſhewed 
no conſciouſneſs of being a mother; and, 
without the leaſt concern, told me, 
| the had given it to a nurſe; theſe 
things were only for the vulgar, or for 
thoſe whoſe circumſtances required it; 
as if the feelings of humanity were in. 
terdicted to the great: without recol- 
\ lecting the dangers to which the little 
Wl. creature is expoſed in the hands of 
ii mercenary hireling, and her blood, per- 
| aps, none of the pureſt, will be incoporai. 
0 ed 
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a. EL 
in ed with his; 1s it not from th t ſuſpicł 
Ry of new formarlon 5 88 
The duke is laid 

ga, Up w 

wm the world has been 1 | 
* makes a great deal of à little beit, fi 5 
IB want of ſtronger exerciſes to his 4 
1 lence; and ſo he is a ſufferer by far | 
He indulgence. The bleſſings human ki 4 
ay enjoy, reſemble thoſe liquors that 6 8 
5 fon thirſt after thev are drank ; a w prin 
beſs drinker i 15 Never dry. My dear Sir fb. 
m Bu know, is in a declining * py 


health, Moderation, and a proper re- 
Fry in food, indulgence, and exerciſe, 
ppear to him the remedies likely to r : 

pair the diſorders of nature. My Weg 


u; 
in- 
ecol- 
little 
of 2 
Per. 
ar dis 


« 


1 . 
he Counteſs of Lincoln, who lived i in the time 


of King James I. 

3 wrote a ſmall tract, entit 

e, of Lincoln's Nurſery, on the S. 99 The 
er's nurſing their own children . 
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I hope, by the grace of God, is capable 
of bearing any thing that it pleaſes him 
to afflict me with. Yet, my dear friend, 
the uneaſineſs, the anxiety, the heart- 


rending fears I ſuffer for my dear huſ- 


band, are incommunicable. Heaven 
ſpare his life, and afflict me in ſome 
other way. But, why do I pray? Am 


J ſure that either my mind, or my 
wiſhes, are in fuch a ſtate of reſignation 
and purity, as to merit conceſſions from 


Heaven! Hope and ſubmiſſion are our 


ſole reſources; happineſs and miſery, 
the diſtributions of a Being accountable 


to himſelf alone. The affection this beſt 


of men has inſpired me with, is a com- 


poſition of tender friendſhip, of confi- 


dence, and reſpect, ſentiments which 


are become to me as it were neceſſary 
to my exiſtence, Every day 1 think 


they are arrived at their utmoſt perfec- 
tion, 


tic 
fo 


LETTER XLVIL 10g 


tion, and every hour I perceive them in- 
creale. 5 | 
have prevailed on him to relinquiſh 


his ſeat in parliament, and to live more 


in the country, where I think he will be 


more at his eaſe. As we are all one 
family, united in the cloſeſt bonds of 


affection, Lady Harriet and Edward in- 
liſted on our living all together. Upon 
their marriage, Sir John ſettled on them 


> 
=! 


four thouſand a year. The townhouſe - 


is theirs, the country one ours: Lady 
Harriet ſays, ſhe could not exiſt without 


her dear mama; and her dear mama, 


the truth of the matter is, could not be 
rery happy abſent from her. To ſee 
this loy-ly girl nurſing her little Emily, 
affords me the greateſt delight, while 


Edward is perfectly enraptured with 


ker, | | 


| Lady 


106 LETTER XLYIL 
Lady Julia A——, fifter to Lord 


Dacres, has married Mr. Finlay, a gen. 


tleman of a profeſſion, but of a good 
family; his elder brother is entitled to 
a peerage; he has himſelf a genteel mo- 
derate fortune. The Duke at preſent 
will not fee her; though, 1 am apt to 
believe, he is rather glad ſhe is out of 
his houſe, although on diſadvantageons 
terms to herfelf, as he is not fo loft to 
propriety as to make her affociate with 
his women, and her preſence inter- 
fered too much with his gallantries. 
His having almoſt compelled her to 
marry the Marquis de Lambert, drove 
her to this ſtep. She had a great 
reſpe& for Mr. Finlay, whom the knew 
had a great regard for her. He came in the 
way (being employed in the family in his 
proteſſion); found her in tears. She coin 
municat- 


fu 


LETTER: XIII. a6y 
municated her diſtreſſes: he told her, 
that if ſhe would condeſcend to free her- 
ſelf from the importunities of one 
man, by liſtening to the tendereſt and 
ſincereſt vows of another, he had an 
expedient to propoſe; this was, to 
offer himſelf, Lady Julia comphed 
with his defire, He is a worthy 
amiable man z humanity is his Prin- 
cipal characteriſtic. How far he may 
ſucceed in his profeffion is dubious ; this 
is not the age for men of merit receiving 

the ſuffrage of the world. I muſt ac- 
quaint you that Lady Julia was a pupil 
of mine along with Harriet, though you 
never happened to fee her. Her fea- 
tures are not ſo regular, as they are per- 
fectly well marked; ſhe has an ingenu- 
ous countenance, an arch look, a deci- 
tre manner, wit, vivacity, an accom- 


plied 
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pliſhed education, much ſenfibility, and 
great acuteneſs. With the moſt refined 
ſentiment, ſhe poſſeſſes the ſofteſt ſenſi- 


bility, and it lives and ſpeaks in every 
feature of her face. Always unaſſum- 
ing, yet never aſhamed, nor aukward; 
for ſhame and aukwardneſs are the effects 
of pride, which is too often miſcalled mo- 
deſty. But Lady Julia, to the moſt cri- 
tical diſcernment, adds ſomething of a 
bluſhing timidity, which ſerves -but to 
give a meaning and piquancy. even to 
her looks, an admirable effe& of true 
ſuperiority! By this filent and unaſſum- 
ing merit ſhe over-awes the turbulent and 
the proud, and ſtops the torrent of that 
indecent mirth, and overbearing noiſe, 


with which inferior | natures (though 


often) in ſuperior ſtations, overwhelm 
the ſlaviſh and the mean. 


Lord 


LETTER ALF m0 
Lord —— paid his addrefles to her; 
although he is a very agreeable man, 
ſhe refuſed him on account of his mo- 
tals. A gentleman who undertook to 
plead his cauſe, told Lady Julia, he had 
ſeen him at Rome, after fitting up the 
whole night, when others went in- 
toxicated to bed, fit down with the 
greateſt compoſure, and write on poli- 
tical, moral, and entertaining ſubjects, 
| with the greateſt perſpicuity. | 
Lady Julia coolly anſwered, © S0 
crates was alſo. highly applauded by 
ſome writers, who ſay, that after ſpend- 
ing the whole night in a debauch with 
Ariſtophanes, as ſoon as it was light in 
the morning, he would delineate, and 
demonſtrate the moſt ſubtle geometri- 
cl problem; an evident proof, indeed, 
in either caſe, ſaid ſhe, that the wine 
| had 
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bad not yet done them an imury; but i 


not this rather to be aſcribed to the 
ſtrength of their brains, and to a good 
conſtitution, than to the . of 
philofophers.” — 

I am forry to acquaint you, that the 
amiable Lady H is no more : ſhe 
died at Vienna; her fenfibility was 
too great for her conſcrouſueſs of an 


error. A generons mind, that has 


offended againſt virtue, cannot pardon 


itſelf. All attempts to diſguiſe, or pal- 
liate actions, which will not bear the 
The poet ſays, 


The Gods we juſt, and of our ſeveral vices, 
Make inſtruments to ſcourge us. 
Lord H—— is inconſolable, and Lord 
Cheſter has wrote Sir — a very affect - 


ing 
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ing letter on this ſubject. He was him- 


— — AI at 
— * . — — 
« — 


e dar gerouſly ill: Lady H nurl- ir 
he ed and attended him with the utmoſt - 1 
od are and affection, above what her 1 
of firength could enable her to bear, and 9 
Fhich they were apprehenſive had pre- i 
he cpitate her death. | | ] 
he Afflictions, if we make a Greet uſe | ; 
£5) of them, are meſſengers of love from | g 
an Heaven, to invite us thither. To ſink | ; 
12s der inordinate grief at the approach iy 
on ef any misfortune, is a proof of a vulgar 1 
al- mind, and betrays too much of a ö 
he {Wiitroffur temper; but to bleſs God ; 
n the time of trouble, and chear- A 
fully to welcome his corrections, is tha 
the true exercife of a reaſonable, well-in« | 
formed ſoul. | 
4 Lord F=— is juſt arrived. I can- 
a. * write long at prefent, as I do not 
4 (but 


BE i 
bl * 


7 
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I! (but for a little while) at a time es 
L . ſelf from Sir John. 


| Yours affectionately, the 
| AMELIA FILME, e 
| Wea 
Wh ; J 1 
Er rn LAW 5 
From the Same, to the Same. Lad 
MY DEAR FRIEND, * 
SIN CE I wrote laſt, we have 6 T 
ceived the melancholy accounts a os 
Lord Cheſter's death. Lord F- Bayes 
a very agreeable, ſe le man 5 e has Ko 
preſented each of his fiſters with en Neaſs 
thouſand pounds. He 1s quite charmel obſery 
with my. Harriet, and with ſeeing he neſs 
employed about her little girl, and by 1 


little Lady Eliza, who is a very fine child 
as I think this ſcene affects his ſpirits : 
much, 
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much, I have endeavoured to perſuade 


the uneafineſs, he ſays, he obſerves in 
that family, is too much for his preſent 
weak ſpirits. —_ 

Lady Dacres has entered into two 
new intimacies; the one is with Lady 
Rivers, the other with Mrs. Rice. 
Lady River's voice is neither treble nor 
baſs, but of ſuch a fingular kind, that 
Tenducci would run mad at hearing 


racle at the opera at Paris. Like Mr. 
ſhe excites the admiration of ſome, but 


pleaſes none. - Shakeſpeare has juſtly 
obſerved, that pity, delicacy, and ſoft- 


; — neſs, are the jewels which adorn the 
| l fair; and Pindar ſays, Whatever is 
ch 1 pleaſing, amiable, and elegant, is form- 
its t | 


d by the hand of Venus and the Graces.” 
VoL. IV. 1 But 


him to go more to Lord Dacres, but 


it, though it might ſucceed to a mi- 


Bayes's hero, ſhe is unamiable, but great; 


nm LETTER XLVIL 
But this Lady had no ſuch pretenſions; 
Her huſband, Sir. Hugh, humours her 


| 
in every thing, leſt contradiction ſhould ll 
hurt her health (as a large fortune de. 
pends upon her life), until he has made 
her perfectly miſerable. She grew tv l 
delicate to be happy, and was ſo lin- 1 
fecal, that it was impoſſible to ple: 
ber. Every body therefore avoids her, "= 
as they would running amongſt brias 
or nettles, for fear of being ſcratched, o Pre 
tung by them; ſhe, however, fate" des 
Lady Dacres on- account of her rank. 
The other Lady, Mrs. Rice, co >*© 
_ ducts herſelf in ſuch a manner, as i gen 
ſhe proclaimed—I am of conſequent * 


conſider me; I am agreeable, ſeek u 
company. The world is in this inſtane 
ſo complying, that it takes her word 
and gratifies her; * Yes, ſay yo 


the undiſcerning and fooliſh ; all oth 
| 
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{ce that the woman is only vain and im- 
pudent.“ It is true, —but while I hear 
thoſe cry out againſt the impoſition, I 


1 likewiſe ſee them grant the requeſt, 
1 Mrs. Rice is undoubedly an elegant 
ade 


pretty woman, but I ſuſpe& much her 
morals will not aid the deficiency of 
Lady Dacres : add to this, the is miſ. 
treſs of an inverted wit, which confiſts 
in a remarkable quickneſs of miſap- 
prehenſion, what the French call jouer 
des . 15 
Lady Dacres is reputed to have a 
great deal of real wit, and is ſo very 
generous, as to let all her acquaintances 
partake of it, by omitting no opportuni- 
ty of diſplaying it. I do not find ſhe 
has been particular with any one man, al- 
though ſhe has been ſo univerſally ad- 
mired, that ſhe is quite giddy. I ſincere- 
ly believe, ſhe is only actuated by the 
EE tove 
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love of diſſipation and admiration, 
She may, however, give up that reputa. 
tion to a crowd, which ſhe does not truſt 
to 4 /ingle perſon ; and, it is even poſ- 
fible, in the fituation ſhe 1s in, to loſe 
her character with the greateſt innocence 
of heart, and to be cenſured without de- 
ſerving it. She has committed great 
imprudencies ; and, at a time when her 
Lord's affections were returning to her. 
Theworld's approbation of her beauty 
flattered his taſte, and confirmed it; 
but when he found her cenſured, his 
pride was alarmed ; he, therefore, with 
the refined delicacy of Julius Czar, 
found her guilty, merely becauſe ſhe was 
ſuſpected. Lord F—-— ſpoke to her 
on this ſubject: as ſhe had taken cars 

never to afford him an opportunity in 
private, he was obliged to talk to bet 
in my preſence, and that of Mr, Druce, 
„ | | who 
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who ſtills lives with Lord Dacres : 2 20 
the converſation amuſed me, I will en- 
deavour to recollect it. 

© Believe me, my dear fiſter, ſaid 
Lord F=—, you will loſe in the eſteem 
of the wiſe and good, what you gain 


in the applauſe of the faſhionable world, 


by ating agreeable to its depraved cuf- 
toms, If women were but ſenſible of 
their own intereſts, they would know 
how inuch modeſty, decency, and pro- 
priety embelliſh them, and heighten 
all their charms. How much do thoſe 
amiable qualities enliven, and add to 
erery enjoyment : that one ſingle virtue 
in woman, mcdefly, balances the moſt 
hining accompliſhments that are found 
in men. But when women really virtuous, 
metamorphoſe themſelves into an appear- 

ance of levity, and affect a behaviour 
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that is improper, they ſink below the 


dignity of their fex, and the reſpect 


of the other. If ſuch have good ſenſe, 
they muſt have a ſtrong conviction 
that they talk and act inconfiſtent with 


their characters, therefore cannot be 
ſkreened from the contempt due to 


their indiſcretion. 

& In coquetry, continued he, a 
woman has every thing to loſe, and a 
man nothing; cuſtom, whoſe deciſions 


are not to be diſputed, has ſo ordered 
it, that what is folly and raſhneſs in her, 
is only fire, ſpirit, and gallantry in him. 


No age ever erected altars to inſignificant 


Gods; they had all ſome quality aſſign- 


ed them, to draw worſhip from man- 
kind. Does not this make it more un- 
reaſonable for woman to expect to be 


con ered, and at the ſame time Te» 


ſolre 


tic 
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ſolre not to deſerve it. Good looks 
will not do, they are not of ſuch a 
laſting tenure as to be relied upon.“ 

Brother, anſwered Lady Dacres, 


as Jam not learned like your favourite 


Harriet, I cannot tell you what would, 


or would not do, at Athens or Rome; 
but if you ſpeak concerning Great Bri- 


tain, cuſtom is not on the de of your 
argument; and, I think, Mr. Bruce, 


| you once told me of a man, who * was 


puniſhed by the Joſs of his fight for his 
invective againſt Helen, but recover- 
ed it on his praifing her in recanta- 


tion.“ 


This gentleman, I ſuppoſe deemed 


it politeneſs to take the lady's part; he, 
therefore, bowed, and ſaid, «© Mr. Dry- 
den alſo, who knew human nature per- 


* Steſichorus. 
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haps as well as any man whoever ſtu- 
died it (pardon me my Lord), has 


beauty: kindled by them, his mind 
exerts its powers, and that uncouth 
ferocity of manners, by which he had 
been hitherto diſtinguiſhed, gave way 


effects of love.” 


in the 3 - : we pretty women, (3 
the 


120 L ET T ER XLVIIL 


given us a juſt picture of the force of 
female charms, in the ſtory of Cymon 
and Iphigenia. He paints in Cymon, 


you know, a ſoul buried in a confu- 


fion of ideas, informed with ſo little 
fire, as ſcarce to ſtruggle under the 
load, or afford any glimmering of ſenſe, 
In this condition, he repreſents him 
firuck with the rays of Iphigenia's 


to an obliging behaviour, the natural 


Lady Dacres thanked dn for what 
he had ſaid, and then addreſſing Lord 
F——— ſaid, Mr. Druce is much 


LETTER TM aw 
they ſay of horſes) are powerful creatures, 
if we knew our own ſtrength. Beauty 
performs every thing for a woman. in 
London. The ſciences of dreſs and 
addreſs are all the qualifications neceſſary 
for a woman of faſhion, —You know, my 
_ Hudibras quaintly remarks, 


| No argument like matter of fact is. 


3 


What you ſober gentry condemn in 
W women as defects, are the very things 
mich make them appear amiable ; 
ſhould we leave off certain peccadilloes, 
n account of which the men continually 
ally us, nothing could be more infipid 
than our converſation. While I am a 
mortal, I ſhall certainly ſay and do a 
aouſand fooliſh things; it is the privilege 
ak human nature, and I ſhall infiſt on my 
dam; my pretenſions are evident and 
adiputable, and I am ſure you have 


not 
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not the conſcience to defire me to be in. 
fallible, and free from miſtakes, both 
of opinion and practice. I am not to 


learn however, that modeſty, meekneſs, ber 
and humility are qualities of which men (ab: 
are mighty fond of in women, But i but 
reality, Lady Filmer, ſaid the, addreſſ L 
ing herſelf to me, we ſhould forgiveMiſyoul 
them for the bad opinion they enterMcufii 
tain of us; fince they only judge ou time 
Hearts by their own; and, conſeiſeak 
quently, paint us ſo abſurd and ridicu w 
lous? The men, theſe lords of th! mark 
univerſe, who pretend to ſo much for beute 
titude and greatneſs of mind, are incline 
pable of making any reſiſtance to the q An, 
capricious paſſions, or to the light"* ": 
impreſſion of their ſenſes. Whereas ( who h 
have heard Lady Filmer often a bat 
women when they are determined to 2 


great, are ſo in every thing, profellin 


" WE 
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in- 

an me and real fortitude.” Her Lady- 
t to hip thought here, ſhe had ſecured me in 

neſs ber intereſt by this political addreſs, to 

men hat 1 know ſhe thinks) my olds, 

t in but I remained filent. 

ref Lord F-—— anfwered her, that his 


yould take another opportunity of diſ- 
uſing that ſubject with me, but at that 
time he had nothing at heart, but to 


bo what ſhe ſaid laſt, he could only re- 
mark, that he believed vanity not only 
keured women's honour, but would 
render them heroines of the firſt order.” 


the And pray, brother, anſwered ſhe, does 
ht not vanity frequently make a man honeſt, 
as (bo has every diſpoſition proper to form 


Linave, I believe we are pretty much 
pon a par, with this difference, our 
follies are not ſo detrimental to ſocie- 
V. Is not the man who gives up all 

: ma 


ſpeak to her; and therefore in anfwer | 
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his eaſe, and facrifices all his time to 
the ſatisfying a reſtleſs ambition, and 
the graſping of power, juſt on the ſame 
footing with the woman, who makes it 
her ſtudy to diſplay and ſet off her 
charms to gain admiration ? The fame 
love of power is the motive of both their 
actions; and conſequently I cannot fe 
if there is ſo much folly as is ſaid in the 
one, how the other can be exempred from 
tne ſame imputation. I always take 
admiration for the beſt proof of beauty, 
and beauty is the ſource of power, 2 
power in all creatures is the. ſource of 
happineſs. = 
As to the errors this may occaſion, 
they are few; a diffipation of the mind 
is generally a ſafeguard of the heart 
The paſſions which make ſuch hayock 
in the heart of a ſedentary woman, glance 


only upon curs; their keenneſs is blunted 
n V 


impenetrable to any tender impreſſion. 
The preſent mode does not oblige us to 
ore our huſbands, and to do them juſtice 
(in general), they are not ſo unreaſonable 
a to deſire or expect it. It is true I 
ore cards. but I can afford to loſe my 
money. Huſbands and brothers, inſtead 
of declaiming againſt this amuſement, 
ſhould recommend it to their wives and 
filters. —The Roman orator *, (what do 
you call him) has left a treatiſe againſt 
perturbations ; but Mr. Hoyle, in my 
opinion, has publiſhed a better for coun- 
teracting ſenſibility, For whoever en- 
riges in the purſuits this philoſopher 
recommends, enjoys a ſtate of moſt 
bleſſed inſenſibility.“ Lord F——, al- 
tough he could hardly refrain from 


* Tully, 5 
ſmiling, 


10 diffi ation, and our hearts almoſt 1 
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he, you remember what the poet ſays, 
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ſmiling, told her he regretted much that 
ſhe had 8ool. a year pin- money as ſhe 

ſeemed to think herſelf entitled to throy 


it away as ſhe pleaſed, I ſuppoſe, fai 


The love of gaming is the worſt of ills, 
With ceaſeleſs ſtorms the black*ned ſoul it fills, 
Inveighs at heav'n, neglects the ties of blood; 
Deſtroys the pow'r and will of doing good. 
Kills health, pawns honour, plunges in diſgrace, 
And what is ſtill more dreadful, ſpoils your face. 


Lady Dacres repeated the lines, an 


then ſaid, © ſhaking her head, gold in 


deed, is ſaid to be a great auxiliary again 


the virtue of women ; but really, whe 


their opulent huſbands ſell daily thei 
integrity for it, why ſhould we not wor 
ſhip the ſame Deity, and ſacrifice oll 


' honour to him? The avarice of a vit 


only injuries one man, when the villa) 
. 8 | 74 ; - 0 


* 
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of that man may — the whole / 
ummunity. 
Lord F=— intreated her to be ſe- 
nous, only for half an hour: * Dear 
fſter, ſaid he, what delight can you take 
in a ſociety you muſt deſpiſe ? What is 
generally called ſenſe, ſaid Lady Dacres, 
has very little to do with what men 
think; where ſelf is at all concerned, 
inclination ſteps in, and will not give 
the judgment fair play. Thus, I can 
argue for, or againſt any thing; and 
after all, my wiſe brother, we ſhall botk 
continue to act as we like. But I had 
the honour to tell you before, which 
: now repeat, I like play, and can afford 
; I am bandſeme, it pleaſes me to be 
1 Thirdly, and laſtly, I cannot. 
pleaſe Lord Dacres, therefore do not love 
bim. Mr. Druce here thought it de- 
cent to retire, (ſhe had ſaid all the above 
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in his preſence), “ It is, (continued 
ſhe) for the moſt part the fault of the 


huſbands themſelves, if they are not 
beloved by their wives. A woman of 
the world, may ſurely be allowed ſome 
privileges, where a man openly boaſts of 
his.” Lord F=-— told her that they 
who comply with all their lawſul defires, 
will certainly ſoon lofe their empire over 
themſelves. That ſhe muſt be ſenfible, 


that he could have no other motive to 


urge ſuch home-felt truths, but her ad- 
vantage : that her paſſing fo much of 
her time at cards, with theſe old bel. 
dames, and powdered puppies, would 


drive him, were he her huſband, to 


madneſs. She anſwered him with fome 
heat, that the company ſhe kept, were 
the beſt in town; that as for the 
men, as ſhe had not the power of eres. 
tion, ſhe muſt take them as they were. 

En But 


LE T:T ER: X mm 
But my Lord, ſaid ſhe, I think I have 
already afforded you ſufficient proofs of 
my patience. 'T am convinced that the 
perſon who will bear much, will always 
have much to bear. We can make 
people allow for us, and reſpect us as 
ve pleaſe; if we can be but ſteady and 
determined in our own wills, and ſet 
out accordingly. It is being the leſs 
beloved for it, added ſhe, that is all; 
and, if we have power to oblige thoſe 
we have connections with, it will not 
appear to us that we are leſs beloved. 
How commonly do we hear faid, 
ſuch a thing my Lady —— makes 
arule of, or it is her way, or you would 
not venture to talk thus to her Grace 
Be aſſured, my dear brother, that I knew. 
perfectly well what I was about, when 
married Lord Dacres, and am per- 

You, IV + fectly 
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fectly ſenſible of my own: conſequence. 
Fhat foolifh girl Lady Julia Finlay, from 
the ſubordinate ſtation ſhe has choſen 
for herſelf, dares not do the hundredth 
part of the fooleries I ſhall be ap- 
plauded for. T will never take any 
notice of her; but, on the contrary, 
mortify her as much as in my power. 
And this 1 ſhall find myfelf juſtified 
in; the Duke had never before any 
one of his family married to men 
of profeffions; his uncle was 2 
merchant ; and, there is no concealing 
the diſgrace, he traded to all parts of 
the world.. 

Perfons in certain conditions. of life, 
make a ſcience. of hating one another, 
with all the good breeding and com- 
| — imaginable. 


L mall 
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I ſhall ſend a meffage to her, that I in- 
tend to drink tea with her, Upon my ar- 
mal, I ſhall look round me, congratulate 
ter upon her comfortable houſe, ſeem 
ſurpriſed it is fo good, give her a long 
xcount of the Duke's law-ſuit, as his 
fairs were taken out of Mr. Finlay's 
hands on his marriage; then I ſhall 
bok at my watch, ſay I was engaged 


. tt ſeven, although it was half an hour 

r, before I entered the houſe, Then 
ng alk of going half the town over, and 
N ell her, J envy her tranquility.— Is not 


bis, my dear brother, a charming 
heme ?” We were juſt going to re- 
vonſtrate to Lady Dacres on her cruelty, 
ſhen her Lord entered the room, and 
equainted us, the Duke bad expired 
tat morning of an apoplexy. Lord 
—— came away with me; he lament- 
* 2 ed 


fhall 
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ed to me, in the ſtrongeſt terms, be 
his ſiſter's conduct and want of feeling, Ir 
„e She appears to me, ſaid he, to think 1 
that ſhe fulfils all the duties which e 
ſociety can require of her, - if ſhe has 
not been deficient in returning viſits 
in the payment of compliments, a 
the obſervance of the drawing room 
ceremonies. 
« Oh! Madam, confined he, . = 
different character did I once flatte 
myſelf to have introduced to your Lady OY 
ſhip ! but ſhe is gone for ever, and will 
her all the graces of her ſex.” Thi 
put me in mind of Guarini's burying M 
the Muſes with his miſtreſs. 18 
w 
Piange Pall; e piaguerian le Muſe; rour 
Ma qui taco ſon elle, e morte e chiuſe. Fin. 


Parnaſſus and the Muſes would have wept; 
But that they died, when ſhe did. 
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But why may not ingenious fictions 


be made uſe of in proſe as well as verſe? 
[recolleE&t Catullus ſays of a great beauty, 


« ſhe alone has 8 herſelf of all 
the graces. 
Lever. am, my dear Madam, 
your affectionate 
: humble ſervant, 


- AMELIA FILMER. 


L E T Ex mw 
From Lady HARRIET FILMER, to 
Lady Juz TIA FiINLAx. 


MY DEAR JULIA. 
] Sincerely wiſh you that happineſs, 
which none can deſerve. more than 
yourſelf; and make no doubt but Mr. 
Finlay's good ſenſe, and tenderneſs for 
Ky.” | you, 
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you, will compenſate for thoſe many 
adyantages in point of rank and fortune 
you have ſacrificed for him. 7 
1 am ſure, my dear Julia, that none 


has a more cultivated underſtanding, 


or a better heart than yourſelf; but you 
are now called upon to exert it. I hare 


conſidered your ſituation thoroughly, 


and cannot help trembling for you. 
The part you have to act, is . a 
very difficult one, : 
As Mr. Finlay chuſes to — his 
fortune, by ſettling in London, I hope 
his views will be anſwered. A wife 
muſt never dictate a ſituation for a 
huſband; it is undoubtedly your duty 

to conform yourſelf to him. Yet as 
your fortune is ſufficient for you to live 
genteely on his eſtate in the country, 1 
cannot er regretting, the tranquility 
a ede 


= 
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u country life might have afforded you, 
in the ſociety of a ſenſible man. I de 
not, my dear Julia, mean to intimidate 
(but only to caution) you. ” 
J hope you will not ſet out upon too 
high a plan; as, if your hopes are not 
fully anſwered, you will be hurt to 
leſſen your expences, whereas nothing is 
more eaſy than to enlarge them. I inſiſt 
more upon this particular, becauſe I am 
much afraid, that you have little te 
expect from the affiſtance of near rela- 
tions; on the contrary, my greateſt fear 
is, they will hurt you eſſentially, and 
even your huſband in his profeſſion 5 
this you may poſlibly ſmile at, and 
anſwer, perhaps with the ignorant; 
but his character is too well known, 
and is ſuperior to ſach malice. All this, 
my dear Julia, is very true ; but if your 
huſband's practice is to be confined to 
K 4 | the 
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the judicious and diſcerning few, it will 


never very much enrich his family. 
Ninety-nine people in a hundred do 
not enter into the reaſon of things, and 


when miftakes happen between great and 
ſmall, or middling people, the world ge- 
nerally grant their ſuffrage to the moſt 
exalted. © Like the dew of Heaven, 
their favour lights moſt on the moſt con- 
ſpicuous.” So, if Mr. Finlay is not em- 


ployed in the Duke's law-affairs, his 


enemies will fay it is clear, he has not 


abilities, his very relations do not ſerve 
him. By expecting this to be the caſe, 


if it happens otherwiſe, you will be 
agrecably diſappointed, Had I been 


your fiſter, my Julia, I hope you ſhould 
have found me really ſuch. You muſt, 


my dear friend, unite in yourſelf the fine 


lady, and the frugal houſe-wife, and 
muſt be condeſcending to people in 


every 


charac 
Who e 
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every ſphere of life, in order to be of ſer- 
| vice to your huſband ; and after all your 
trouble, you will perhaps pleaſe none. 
As your bitth (pardon me) muſt be a loſs 
to Mr. Finlay in many ways, you can 
only make that up to him, by availing 
| jourſelf of that ſuperficial advantage, 
with thoſe who will be filly enongh to 
honour you upon that account. | 

However, to do the world juſtice, 
they are become wiſer in this particular. 
People have too great an honour for 


rank, ever to ſully their ſublime notions 


of it, by uniting it with the ideas of 
profeſſion, or want of exterior appear- 
ances, of ſplendour, &c. If you do 
not keep up certain connections, (eſpe- 
cally if your own relations do not coun- 
tenance you), you will fink beneath the | 
character of a gentlewoman; mand thoſe 
Who envy your rank, will be glad to 

Pull 
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pull you down. On the contrary, peo. 


ple of your own rank, from an idea of i ® 
your wanting their protection, will be © 
very flow in beſtowing it; for ſuch com- b 
monly act as if there was ſomething in- 28 
fectious in middling circumſtances, which (0 
they deem poverty. The only way to *'* 
deprive them of their conſequence, is to ly 
convince them you are independent of Mea 
them, which you really are. re 
The friendſhip of very fine ladies il mo 
wery little to be regarded, it is ſeldom 1 
more than Ranelagh deep. The flippant the 
of both ſexes may think otherwiſe ; but, bort 
In my opinion, real worth and comps "it! 
nionable qualities are moſt generally Wl "<a: 
found in middle life, where people are Perf 
Jeſs actuated by ambition or neceſſity, a kind 
influenced by diffipation or œconomica MI !y in 
attention to the minutiæ of their lin: "g i 


concerns, which ſouring the tempef 
render people ſelfiſh and unſociable. 


„ 139 
Mr. Butler) ſays, that which the wiſe 

man prayed for of God in Eceleſiaſtes 

to give him neither riches nor poverty — 

is as much to be deſired in converſation 
as buſineſs; namely, to have nothing 
to do with men that are very rich, or 
very poor; for the one ſort are common- 
ly inſolent and proud, and the other 

nean and contemptible, and thoſe that 

are between both are n the 

moſt agreeable.” 

There are few rich people in any of 
lhe polite nations, but among the middle 
fort of people, who keep their wiſhes 
within their fortunes, and have more 
wealth than they know how to enjoy. 
Perſons in a higher rank, often live in a 
kind of ſplendid poverty, are perpetual- 
ly 1 in want, becauſe, inſtead of acquieſc- 
ing in the ſolid RY of life, they 


endea- 
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endeavour to outvy one another in the 
ſhadows and appearances of it; while 


an honeſt mediocrity is not attended 
with the meanneſſes of poverty, or the 


hong (6 


fooliſh prodigality of riches. Great 
wants are occaſioned by great affluence, F 
ſo that often the beſt way of getting the 5 
things we want, is to deprive ourſelves 25 
of thoſe we have. fe 
Thus, in different ſituations, different WW pi 
characters are found; as in the animal J 
world, we do not flood an aviary, 
and expect the birds to ſwim; or drain we 
the ponds, and expect the f/þ to . mz 
A ſenſible woman, in admiring the for 
arrangements of Providence, and the ap- I fi 
plication of wiſdom in adapting people cha 
to their reſpective circumſtances in lite, doi 
will endeavour to improve herſelf, by ing 
gaining information from each perſon flec 


In 
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in their proper ſphere, by which ſhe 


will afford them an opportunity of diſ- 


playing their peculiar excellencies. 
Thoſe who have a true taſte of 


converſation, enjoy themſelves in a com- 


munication of each other's exceilencies, 
and not in a triumph over their imper- 


fections. Like an induſtrious bee, fip- 


ping the ſweets ; not like the venomous 


| ſpider, extracting a poiſonous quality. 


A Lady well known in the literary 
world, was ſo much directed by this 
maxim, that the only diſcourſe ſhe af- 
forded me, was the beauties of my dreſs. 
I ſuppoſe your Ladyſhip, ſaid ſhe, pur- 
chaſed that cap at ———. I make no 


doubt ſhe was in her own mind deplor- 


ing my folly, while I confeſs I was re- 


flecting, by her appearance, that the 
intenſe exertion of thought neceſſary for 
the diſcuſſion of abſtruſe ſubjects, is no 

— 
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a LETTEIAZ ALI 
way favourable for the prefervation of 
beauty. Thus contempt among man- 
kind, like action and re- action in folid 
bodies, is always reciprocal and equal; 
whoever deſpiſes his company, may be 
aſſured he is not leſs deſpiſed by them. 
But to return to what I was ſaying, in 
oppofition to thofe who can improve 
themſelves by almoſt all, if they talk en 
to them on thoſe ſubjects on which 
they beft underſtand ; how injudicious 
and eruel is it, by dragging people 
out of their own way of life, where 
they muſt ever appear to the beſt 
advantage, to give them occaſion 
to bluſh at their - ignorance in one 
thing (ſuperficial manners), while we 
are conſcious they excel us in many more 
ſubſtantial attainments? When Miner- 
va wanted to enterprize any action, ſhe 
brings Ulyſſes on the ſtage; when the 
deſigns 
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deſigns to break a truce, Pandarus is 
for her purpoſe : when the Trojans are 
to be routed, Diomedes 1s employed 2 
Diomedes was valiant, Pandarus a 
good archer, and Ulyſſes eloquent. In 
the fame manner, my dear Julia, al- 
tough you muſt neceffarily know a var 
niety of people, yet one lady may chap- 
peron you, a fecond may direct your 
take, and a third may inſtruct you in 
domeſtie cn omy. The difcretion of 
z perſon is often ſeen in minuteneſs; as 
there is but one Lady Filmer in the 
world, it is ſeldom that all 2 
tons meet in the ſame perſon. 

4A tolerable judgment (ſays an ele- 
gantk author) upon the different cha- 
nacters of mankind, may help us to 
work ſome uſeful end, even out of the 
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Letters between Frances and Henry. 


worſt 
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worſt and cane; and, as to the evils 


and goods of life, a religious ſenſe of 
them will be found to be the only true 


philoſophic one. 0 confider the firſt 


as a reprobation of our faults, and fo 2. 
mend ; and the latter, as a reward of 
our virtues, and fo perſevere, 

I muſt now, my dear Julia, leave you 
for half an hour; my Edward went out 


early this morning a-hunting, returned 


juſt as I began this letter; I prevailed 


on him to change his linen, and take 


a glaſs of wine: he was a good deal 
fatigued, has lain down, and fallen 
aſleep on the ſopha. As my Emilia was 


Mleepy, I placed her in her father's arms, 


where ſhe now enjoys a ſweet repoſe: | 
am tempted to leave off, to make 4 
picture of them; but what pencil can do 


Juſtice to the manly n of my Ed. 
war 


ben 
our 
idea: 
ariſe 
knoy 
ſenſe 
how 


muſt, 
my r6 
ſubjec 
beaut. 

Vo. 
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nk or'the ſmiling innocence of my 
Amelia, | 

[ have accompliſhed it ; here is my 
dear mama; the has kiſſed me for it, 
and is viewing the father and daughter 
wich the eyes of maternal joy. My Ame- 
lia awakes, and diſturbs my Edward; 
all other interruptions to his repoſe, his 
Harriet would have guarded him from. 

I now again, my Julia, take up my 
den: I have hitherto availed myſelf of 
our friendſhip, in throwing out my 
deas on paper as they ſpontaneouſly 
ariſe, without connection or method; [ 
know you will take every thing in the 
ſenſe J mean it: you are not ignorant 
how tenderly I love you, therefore I 
I muſt, as you defire it, acquaint you with 
my real ſentiments. To return to the 
ſubject on which I was engaged; moral 
beauty is nearly the ſame kind of orna- 

Vo. IV. = = ment 


26  LETTRE IXEMR. 
ment to our actions, as: dreſs is to our 
bodies ; and, it is equally neceſſary to 
model our conduct in conformity to the 
prejudices of thoſe we connect ourſelves 
with, as to avoid particularities in our 
dreſs. The renowned Mr. Klim, finding 


WN 


himſelf taken for a monſter in Martinia, | 
' becauſe he had no tail, preſently acccm- 1 
modated himſelf to the mode of the 4, 
country, and avoided farther cenſure, 4 u 
man Whoſe addreſs is peculiar, and his e 
ideas not liberal, ſhould, like the moving 4 
ſtatue of Dedalus, be fixed to his native n. 
ſoil, ſince he is no where in his proper + 
place, but among thoſe who are like in 
himſelf. You, my dear Julia, hae an 
| happily an accommodating temper, and Jie 
can make yourſelf agreeable to al Ay 
whom it may be your lot to ſhew a. yo 
tention to. 


'You 
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Jou know Lady Filmer uſed to point 


out to me the difference between the true 


politeneſs which flows from the heart, 


and the affectation of it; the laſt of which, 
as it affects the external behaviour only, 
is eaſily attained, even by thoſe of a con- 


trary diſpoſition. Mr. Sterne uſed to ſay 
of the French politeneſs, that it might 


be compared to a ſmooth coin, it had 
loſt all mark of character. Lady Filmer 


uſed to regret that the moſt unhappy 
effect which common politeneſs pro- 
duces, is to teach us the art of making 
no account of the virtues we imitate. 
Let us, fail ſhe, in our education be 


inſpired with humanity and benevolence, 


and we ſhall by this means learn po- 
liteneſs, or have no farther need of it. 


Agreeable to this, you have derived all 


your outward graces from your inward 
goodneſs, which is the baſis of ſociety, 
2 TY IE + 


wt LETTER Tax: 


of virtue, of happineſs, of every thing 


that is valuable. You will, I am cer. 
tain, encourage by your aftability the ti- | 


mid, and will uſe every winning atten- 
tion (particularly in your own houſe), 


to bring to the line of equality (which 


is ever neceſſary for the eaſe of our 
gueſts) thoſe whole ſenfibility have plac- 


ed them below it, and will temper your 


wit with all the delicacy that can ſoothe 


an unhappy mind, which unguarded 


mirth will inevitably diſguſt. 

Though you will pay a proper reſpect 
to perſons of rank, it will not lead you 
to overlook the reſt of the company; 


your own pride even calls upon you to 


be indiſcriminate 1n your attentions to 


thoſe whom you have invited, or receive 


at your own houſe. 
Among intimate friends, good breed- 


ing is equally neceſlary, and we ought 


.to 


to guard againſt familiarity e even with our 
moſt tients connect ions, if we would 
maintain their good opinion; for it often 
bappens, that they who. live familiarly 
together, come at length mutually to deſ- 
piſe each other; being unguarded, their 
frailty and weakneſs are diſcloſed. Yet 
to real friends, there is a neglect that 13 
flattering, and an attention that is morti- 
fying; and the fame expreffion which 
would be a compliment to a ſtranger, ad- 
dreſſed to the friend of one's heart, would 
wound her fenfibility, and wring her ſoul. 


She that is truly polite, will know how to 


contradict with reſpect, and to pleaſe 
without adulation, and will be equally 
remote from a low familiarity, and an 
infipid complaiſance. We all ſhould | 
(and you in particular, my dear friend) 
be careful in not making enemies, Moſt 
of our friends do us neither good nor 


L 3 harm, 
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harm, but the leaſt of our enemies can 
hurt us; all are able to do miſchief. 
Experience daily ſhews, that many whoſe 
malice has long, by circumſtances been 
prevented, have at laſt made themſelves 
felt when opportunity offered. It is, 
therefore, more prudent to be reconciled 
to a little enemy, than to procure a 
mighty friend. But we need not carry . 
the matter ſo far as a nobleman mention- 

ed by Selden, who having been inſtruct- 
cd to the above effect by his tutor, an- 
fwered, „ have conſtantly followed 
your advice, even as to the devil him- 
ſeif; and, therefore hope, that his in- 
fernal majeſty will "ou me e with . 
if I go to his court.” 

Do good to thy friend, ſays the wiſe 
„. for that will increaſe his 
friendſhip ; and do good to thy enemy, 
for 
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for that will leflen his hatred : but 
there are proper methods of ſhewing 


oy 's attentions. . 


| There are thoſe whom I would attend 
in ſickneſs, or relieve in diſtreſs, -or re- 
fuſe any gratification to myſelf, to ſerve; - 
whom I would not parade with in public 
(particularly: in your ſituation), and there 
are many whom Iwould attend in public, | 


whoſe rank and reſpectable qualities 
would do me honour, whom perhaps in 


intellectual accompliſnments I ſhould 


think defective for ſocial intercourſe. 
When the oracle. of Apollo was aſked 


why Jupiter was the chief of the Gods, 


ſince Mars was the beſt ſoldier ?-it made. 


this anſwer, Mars is valiant, but Jupiter 


is wiſe. 

No conſideration * ſhould in- 
duce you to accompany any perſon in 
public, who does not add to your dig- 

Ed; | nity. 


a 
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nity. You may abſent yourſelf from in- 


. clination, but going with improper com- 


pany will be conſtrued as a ſure indica- 
tion of your deficiency of judgment, 


and inattention to eftabliſhed rules of 


prudence, and muſt conſequently excite 


in the world diſadvantageous ideas of 


yourſelf, from the defects of your al- 


ſociates, either in character, obſcurity, - 
aukwardnels of dreſs, vulgarity of man- 


ners, or unſuitable fituations of life. 
The having with one, one whom no boch 
knows, is a ſcandal as old as the days of 
Homer * There is pride in giving 
protection, but it is more prudent in 
304 to receive it,” One great advantage 
of being placed in high life, is to patro- 
niſe merit publicly, in whatever ſituation 
we find it, without hurting ourſelves. 


* See the ſecond Odyſſey, ver. 175. 


The 
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R The adminiſtration of a family, and 


; the management of ſervants, require 
6 erery woman to have ſtudied the ſprings 
: of this interior government; and not 


fm ignorance, or capriciouſneſs, to 
have confidered marriage under the falſe 
ideas of liberty, pleaſure, and ceremony. 
To be reſpected even by ſervants, it is. 
receffary to be able to direct them, and- 
not to be thought ignorant in thoſe mat- 
ters that it becomes a miſtreſs of a family 
o know, Lady Filmer makes it a rule 
to receive no ſervant into her family, 
who cannot bring the moſt unexception- 
able vouchers of their character and qua- 
if cations. Every one has a diſtinct 
province pointed out, to which he or ſhe 

muſt attend with diligence and exactneſs. 
| The ſecond tranſgreſſion is always pu- 
nſhed by a diſmiſſion from the ſervice, 
to prevent the trouble of watching ſuſ- 

piciouſly 


rr Xi: 
piciouſly over people of doubtful ho- 
neſty. In her family-management, ſhe ar 


fays, the has always found it right, as 
well in policy as generoſity, to repoſe a 


our 

truſt in ſervants : not to ſeem to expect, I 

or depend upon juſtice from them, is WM 

tacitly giving them the hint to be unjuſt, In 

People low in ſtation have often minds aan 

not ſordid; and, it is often ſeen, among bon 

the moſt ignorant of their claſs, a ſnicep- of 

tibility of reſentment; if their honeſty ing 
has-been ſuſpected; and many of them an 

will fay, with Urſula in the Padlock, Ml id 

that although they value themſelves up- ttc 

on their honeſty, no maſter nor miſtrels ſ this | 

ſhould ſuſpect them for nothing. He I is, | 
who will not be cheated a little, will be Ji new 

abuſed a great deal, and by that means ¶ mia 

ſuffer no leſs in his fortune than in his re- ¶ of th 
putation; our firſt leſſon, therefore, in I "gt! 
the art of mn ſhould ever be to bis 
| learn imp. 
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earn how to permit ourſelves to be pro- 
perly impoſed on, in due proportion to 


our fituation and circumſtances. 


Now, my dear friend, I have written 


to you every. thing that occurs to me. 
in regard to your duities of a wife, [I 
an ſay nothing: the endearing connec- 


tion I have formed with the moſt amiable 


of his ſex, incapacitates me from giv- 


ing a judgment of others. I look upon 
il men as a diſtinct ſpecies from my 
Edward. But an account I have read of 


he Jeſuits, I think may be applied to 
this ſubject. Signor Martinelli acquaints 
us, they are exceedingly attentive to 
new themſelves to one another in the moſt 


amiable light; and the polite behaviour 
of the firſt day is uniformly kept up dur 
ingthe many years they continue together. 
This complaiſance, at firſt only apparent, 
improves into a ſolid harmony, which 


their 
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their enemies, who have any feeling, 
allow them as the corner-{tone of that 
ſuperior reputation, by which they hate 
eclipſed all other orders. 
I need not tell you, my dear Julia, 
that I ſhall do every thing in my power, 
to effect a reconciliation ; but you know 
I have very little to ſay with the Ducheſs, 
whoſe conduct ſeriouſly grieves me. 
And my own opinion is this, that un- 
Teſs your relations ſerve Mr. Finlay pro- 
feſſionally, it is more for your intereſt to 
| have no connection with them; for 
then there will be an oſtenſible reaſon 
for their negle& of him, which their 
falſe pride makes me very much ſuſped 


alſo, 
atten 
judic 
fiene 
wulf 
from 
tous 
or h 
ang] 
not f 
partia 
ſage, 
for he 
and ad 
eaſon 
bet ! 


weill be the caſe. If near relations ate . 
not our deareſs friends, they are or WW 
biticreſt enemies. To be truly juſt, it s rere 
not enough that we ourſelves do no ſits 


wrong to our tcllow- creatures; we ought 
allo, 
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allo, as far as we are able, to repel the 
xrempts made by others to their pre- 
udice, and to ſhelter and protect our 
ve ends. If we negle&t this, we are 
ift; and though we may be exempt 
ſom the cognizance of human laws; 


er, ough we feel no remorſe of conſcience, 
ow cr having abandoned thoſe who had 
eſs, Wl: right to our protection; yet, we muſt 


dot flatter ourſelves, that he, whoſe im- 
partial eye traces through every ſubter- 
ge, will ſuffer it to go unpuniſhed, 
ſor having neglected our duty to ſociety, 
nd acted in oppoſition to the dictates of 
alon and religion. You know the 
poet ſays, 


In the corrupted currents of the world, 


Ale : 5 | _ 
= Clence's gilded hand, may ſhove by juſtice. * 
ON | Rs 1 

5 But 'tis not ſo above, 

It 15 


There is no ſhuffling ; there the action lies 
in its true nature; and we ourſelves compell'd, 
Ev'n 
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my- dear Julia, 


your affectionate friend, 
| _ _ Harrier FIM 
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*From the Ducheſs de Cues to Mr 
+PIERPONT, 


DEAR MADAM, 
O. U cannot deny that I have bet 
very diligent in obeying your com 

: mands ; and I now think it is hy 
time to inforce to you a ſubject, I h 
mub 
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much at heart. IT hope you know me 
ſulficiently to think Iam far from in- 
delicacy; but I-am convinced it is very 
poſſible to refine away our happineſs, 
which ſometimes by extremity of re- 
fnement dwindles into anxiety and diſ- 
quiet. It is very poſſible for ſentiments 
to be too fine drawn, You have ac- 
knowledged, that it required efforts. on 
your part to ſurmount your affections 
for Lord Cheſter. You cannot fay 
he ever failed in his reſpe&s to you, 
If your fortune is leſſened, he has a 
noble one to lay at your feet. Why 
then will you. not ſee him, at leaſt to 
make him ſenſible of his offence? In 
this, my dear friend, you have departed 
from common juſtice; and if you con- 
tinue in this reſolution, you will be worſe 
than a barbarian. How capricious is 
the human heart? When you may be 
PP; you will not. 
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Were you indeed to marry a man of 
ſmall fortune, the intereſts of your chil- 
dren mightinterfere; but you cannot ſerve 
them more effectually, than by connect. 
ing yourſelf with Lord Cheſter. Vou wil 
be able, by that means, to introduce your, 
lively Fanny, and your timid Lucind, 
into life, with great advantage, And 
as to the promotion of your ſon in the 
world, .intereſt will be all you will hire 
to depend upon; for young as he is, 
it 1s eaſy to fee his merits will be ſuch, 
as will not help him to riſe in modem 
A „ 

I think I hear you exclaim here, what 
has your favourite Julia done, to be 


excluded from your remembrance! 


Know then, my dear friend, I have pte- 
vailed on the Duke to permit me to take 
the ſweet girl under my protection; and 
as ] flattered myſelf you will not objec 

” to 
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to it, notwithſtanding your former opi- 


of 
1 nion; I confidered the little urchin, 


from that moment as my own. But to 
prevent any uneaſy . ſenſations, I muſt 
now let you into a ſecret, which I have 
only been miſtreſs of myſelf half an 


our, 
da, BY hour. De Sols and your fly girl have 
nd exchanged mutual vows ; the Duke diſ- 
the covered it by a letter, from him to her: 
re was tranſported at the diſcovery, but 
is, i concealed my joy, to ſee in what manner 
ich, the Duke would take it. He ſoon re- 
zen lieved me from my anxiety, by ſaying 
that if the lovely girl had the tenth part 
vhat of your qualifications, he would prefer 
be ber to the greateſt match in the king- 
ice? dom. I can recolle& my father's con- 
pre- duct to me, added this. beſt of men; 
take and that the reſult of his indulgence 


bas rendered my whole life a ſcene of 
eontinued joy, complacency, and affec- 
Vou, TY, "i tion, 


p* 2 
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tion, I could only take my beloved 
Lord in my arms, the tide of joy was 
too great for utterance. May your 
daughter be equally happy with my 
fon, as I have been with his father; 
the beſt, the worthieſt of mankind, 
from whom F never received the ſmalleſt 
uneaſineſs. His every action in life 
has demanded my reſpect, my admirs- 
tion; while his domeſtic virtues, hu- 
manity to all, and unalterable affection 
to me, incline me often to view him as 
a ſuperior being.. Good huſbands, they 
ſay, are like the philoſophers ſtone, all 
the world ſeek for it,. but few boaſt of 
finding it! In my dear Duke, I hae 
found every thing. | 

All minds are not unworthy to un- 
dergo the trial of affliction, and it ws 
neceſſary that Providence ſhould con- 


fider the weakneſs of mine.. But I be- 
| liere 
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ſieve trials are ſometimes neceffary to 
make one ſupport one's ſelf, with ſome 
degree of outward fortitude. I am out 
of humour with you, and I am fo much 
favoured by fortune, that I cannot ſuffer 
the ſmalleſt contradiction, Give me 
leave then, upon our long friendſhip, 
upon the endearing connection which 
will ſoon take place in our families, 
to intreat you to give Lord Cheſter a 
hearing. If you think poſitively you 
cannot ſee him with propriety, I muſt 
expect you will diſcloſe to me your rea- 
ſons ; miſtakes and prejudices make nine 
parts in ten, in all the differences that 
Plague and divide mankind. = 
| Lord Cheſter came in a little time 
ago, ſaw me writing, aſked if to you, 
I anſwered yes—he conjured me not to 
ſtop, to ſay every thing in his favour! 
[ſhall, my Lord, faid I; but I have not 

„ yet 
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yet had time. Good God, madam! 


you have already written a 1ong letter ! 


It is true my Lord, but I have many 
ſubjects always to diſcuſs with Mrs. 
Pierpont; but you lovers are like peo 
ple at law, they have only one buſineſs, 


and can never think or talk, but upon 


one ſubject. But, my Lord (added J), 
I was deſirous of being better informed 


before I wrote; you muft acquaint me 


with the grounds of her diſpleaſure, 
for I am perſuaded her good ſenſe is 
ſuch, that it could not be a ſmall offence 
that could render her ſo obdurate. I am 
fearful the violence of your paſſion tor 
Mrs. Pierpont had made you, at ſome 
time, forgetful of the refpe& due to 
her. Let me periſh, madam, faid he, 
if ever, even in thought, I could offend 
her. I payed too dearly for giving way 
to my — in the early part * * 
ite; 


life ; 
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lie; befides, the fituation - in which 
| ſaw your friend, would have ren- 
dered any ideas of that kind inad- 
miffible. IT once indeed, diſcloſed my 
paſſion z but it was under ſuch particular 
eircumſtances, that I muſt have been 
more than man, had I reſtrained myſelf; 
] alſo then told her the fixed purpoſes 
o my ſoul, never to change my condi- 
ton; but I was ſoon ſilenced. Chaſtity, | 
like piety, is uniform in all its appear- 
ances; I had ſeen too much of Mrs. 
Pierpont to be deceived. She told me, 
that ſhe could not be ſufficiently humbled 
by my addreſs, for as ſhe confidered me 
35 a man of ſenſe and honour, ſhe muſt 
ſuppoſe, that ſome ſtrange levity in her 
conduct, of which ſhe was ignorant, 
could induce me to fully her ears, by a 
aguage unſuitable to her preſent ſtate. 
«© Women 
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cc Women of virtue accompany their 


words with an air, which beſpeaks an 200 
immediate and abſolute obedience. tha 
Every paſſion and ſentiment is mimick- his 
ed, ſo is the tone of virtue; but the at- ben 
tentive ſpectator diſcerns ſoon. the buf. fall 
foon from the real actor. Mrs, Pier- love 
pont ever after carefully avoided me, oth 
when it depended upon herſelf ; ſhall I fon 
acknowledge that alone afforded me feel 
hopes I was not indifferent to her? but have 
I have deceived myſelf, and, am miſer- our 
able. When I offered only to ſpeak to 1 
her, ſhe immediately took the alarm; imp! 
and has now expreſly forbid my viſits: WW be 
as I am ignorant of my fault, I can ſee þ 


conſequently make no excuſes, as ſuch 
muſt ever be eſteemed tacit confeſſions; 
nor can I remain ſilent, for that would 
be ſubſcribing to the Juſtice of her 
contempt,” 


T ſhall 
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I ſhall only add, that I am ſo well 
acquainted with love and his Lordſhip, 
that I believe nobody is able to alter 
his love, or adviſe his reaſon ; the one 
being as unalterable, as the other is in- 
fallible, The miſeries occafioned by 
love, excite my pity more than any 
others; ſo true it is, that we compaſ- 
fonate moſt from ſympathy, and never 
feel ſo ſenſibly for others, as when we 
have Experienced the ſame Kind of evil 
ourſelves. 

I ſhall wait your anſwer to this with 
impatience ; if propitious, we ſhall ſoon 
be with you. De Sols is impatient to 
ſee his TOP Julia. I am truly, 


yours, > 
EL1ZA DE CRu1. 
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From Mrs, PIERPONT, to I Nucheh 
DE Ca vl. | 


DEAR MADAM, 
I Received the honour of your High 
neſs's letter, and cannot ſufficiently 
expreſs my joy and acknowledgments 
to you and the Duke, in favouring the 


Prince's paſſion for my girl. This 
honour was more agreeeble to me from 


being unexpected. My Julia muſt be 2 
My girl indeed to conceal this matter 
from me. I ſhall break the happy tid- 
ings to her by degrees. 

It is true, I formerly acquainted your 
Highneſs with all my weakneſs for 
Lord Cheſter, Our inclinations and 
tempers vary according to the variation 
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of circumſtances, times, places; and 
every ſenſible perſon will readily agree, 
that a material change in matters of 
importance, will fully juſtify a change in 
dur ſentiments. To loſe the friendſhip 
and eſteem we have for a perſon, is 
aways, to a good heart, to loſe a fertile 
ſource of pleaſure ;. and I may venture 
add, that the human ſoul is perhaps 
ſuſceptible of no'pain more ſevere than 
that which ariſes from a neceſſity of 
leſpiſing the obje& of our tendereſt 
ffe&ions. Such I fairly own to you, . 
my dear Ducheſs, is the caſe _ your 
unhappy friend. | 
My huſband, on his death- bed, at a 
time, when I muſt deem his veracity 
unqueſtionable, acquainted me, that it 
was Lord Cheſter who had introduced 
him to Mademoiſelle de Fleur, the 
Foman he kept; and had prevailed on 


him 
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him to be ſo extravagant on her account, 


that his own family, notwithſtanding * 
his large fortune, often wanted neceſſi- n 
ries, He then added This, madam, my 
is not your only obligation to his, Lord- i ae 
ſhip; it was he who introduced me at Poor 
the gaming table.“ This paſſion in- 
creaſed ſo much upon him, that his M 
whole fortune, I mean his paternal WW 
eſtate, fell a ſacrifice to it, except my HE: 
jointure, that he could not touch, and mink 
which had been ſettled at our marriage, bs 
before Sir Timothy Upton had left him gil 
his great eſtate. I. need not acquaint v 
your Highneſs, that a mind capable of A : 
entertaining the deteſted vice of gaming, W 5 
is ſeldom or ever conquered. by reaſon. hs 
T. was condemned often to praCtiſe {elf _ 
denial, in. what was perhaps neceſlary. . 
for my health, to ſave a guinea, while Lords 
my huſband was paying a debt of 1 Wi 


thouſand 
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thouſand, incurred by the winning cards 
being in the hand of his next neigh- 
Y bour. 


And while abroad ſo prodigal the dolt 1. 
Poor ſpouſe at home as ragged as a colt is. | 
Paro EN. 5 


Many were the noitifications theſe 

two vices of Mr. Pierpont occaſioned 
My ſtate in many reſpects was (a 

painful one) like that of the idols, who 
have eyes and yet ſee not, and though 
they have ears do not hear. 

Your Highneſs will now ſubſeribe to 
the juſtneſs of my reſentment ; I ſhall 
never give my children a father- in- law, 
whom they may juſtly conſider as the 
cauſe of their father's vices, and conſe- 
quently the loſs of their an His, 
Lordſhip's fortune, rank, and intereſt, 
undoubtedly * be of ſervice to 

them. 
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them, But as I have ever made it a 
rule, never to indulge myſelf at their 
expence, I am juſtified to myſelf 1 in not 


ſacrificing myſelf for their advantage, 
I aſpire not at the vain-glory of diftin- 


guiſhing myſelf, by an affectation of 
difintereſtedneſs againſt nature. Men 


do not prefer, through taſte, labour to 


reſt, indigence to affluence, flavery to 
liberty. I aim not at chimerical virtue, 


but circumſtances do not permit us al- 


ways to adopt general maxims, and of- 
ten impoſe on us particular obliga- 


Now, my dear Kian can you ak 
me again to ſee Lord Cheſter ? Indeed, 
indeed, I cannot, I muſt not ſee him. 
1 know too well, however great may be | 
the faults of a perſon truly beloved, the 


moment we hear him plead, he is juſt: 
fed: I will not truſt my weak heart. 


Your 


—D 
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Your Highneſs may recollect what a 
French dramatic poet makes a confident 
of the Sultana, ſay upon her having 
yowed the death of Bajazet, and yet ſtiM 
being defirous of ſeeing him, that ſhe 
wght upbraid him. . Y 


Je connois' peu Þ amour, mais je puis vous re- 
pondre, 


il n'eſt pas condamne puis qu'on veut le con- 
fondre. | 


We may hate, we may deſpiſe, but 
it we have once loved the object, he 
ill occupy our thoughts. The Italians 
you know ſay, 


In van fi ſuage, quel che nel cor ſi porta 


In vain we fly what in our hearts we bear: 


bluſh while I ſhew this weakneſs ; | 
but is there not ſome merit in owning a 


truth When 1 It makes againſt us; and is 
there 


— 
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there not ſome force of mind required u 
ſhew ſome ſorts of weakneſs ? I think it 
is Rochfoucaut, who ſays, * La meme 
ſermete qui ſert a reſiſter a Vamour fer 
auſi quelques fois a le rendre "agent, et 


and 

knovy 
I wa 
ſerts. 


durable.“ | *. 
I entered into life with the full pre- ton, 
poſſeſſion that, of all ſatisfactions, to loc mig 
and be beloved was the greateſt, Ty my t 
enjoy this felicity, I thought no unte. mat! 
ſonable defire : my youth rendered me tc be 
ſanguine, and I was chagrined at being 4, 
diſappointed of a happineſs my heat i joi 
ſeemed to be formed for. Cheſt 
Our diſcontent generally proceeds from im 490 
vanity and ſelf- love: we firſt imagine eiple 
ourſelves deſerving of a large ſhare 0 W 
happineſs, and then murmur becauſe ue mit 
do not poſſeſs it. The way to content _ 
ment lies through humility. I at WW.» 
began to reflect how unworthy I wml cons, 


alle 
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and learned to humble myfelf, and ac- 
knowledge with ingenuouſneſs, that 
[ was already favoured * my de- 
ſerts. 

I looked ound, and beheld intrinſic 
merit bending beneath the yoke of afflic- 
tion, yet lifting up an eye of meek ſub. 
miſſion, and ſerene content. I regained 
my tranquility, and my firm belief is, 
that every one is as happy as they deſerve 
to be. 

I might have been ſapremely ww 
in joining my deſtiny with that of Lord 
Cheſter's, had he been the man I once 
imagined him; but there are now invin- 
cible obſtacles between us. If the ex- 
treme violence of the paſſion of love is 
admitted as an excuſe, for a ſex who are 
encouraged, by their education and na- 
tural boldneſs, never to curb their paſ- 
dns, and to ſacrifice every thing to the 

pleaſure 
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pleaſure of | indulging them ; modeſty 
and that moderation required of ours, 
preclude us from all claim to the like 


indulgence. | 
But is it not, my Gear friend, an un- 


equal conflict, where conqueſt is ex- 


pected from the more weak and timid? 
He knows well the eſteem I had once 
for him; his reſpectful behaviour, after 
the declaration he had made, induced 


me the more readily to forgive his almoſt 


continual preſence, until at laſt ſome 
well-meaning people intimated to me 
that I muſt be cautious in my conduct, 
that the world obſerved Lord Cheſter's 
partiality, &c. 

There are ſome points your Highnek 
knows of ſo delicate a nature, that it i 
a kind of diſhonour to have a vindics- 


tion of one's ſelf from them appear ne- 


ceſſary. I took theſe friends advice in 


good 
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good part, but did not follow it. To 
| hide when there is nobody to ſeek, is 
rather a dull paſtime; but to conceal 
what people's ſagacity will predetermine 
them to diſcover, is ſtill worſe. To diſ- 
guiſe a ſolid, a firm, and a laſting friend- 
ſhip (as T thought it would be then) un- 
ger the miaſk of indifference and diſtance, 
was a meanneſs of which I had no idea; 
t would have been a fin againſt ingenui- 
ty to conceal any ſentiment of my hears. 
The firſt ſtep towards vice, is to in- 
troduce a myſtery into innocent actions; 
and whoever loves to keep himſelf con- 
cealed, has ſooner or later reaſon to do 
ſo, One precept of morality may 
ſtand for all the reſt ; it is this, Never 
(tus do or ſay any thing which we 
would be aſhamed of every one * ſeeing | 
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Lord Cheſter has coſt me many tears; ; 
but as I have nothing to reproach my. 
ſelf with, I fear nothing but the teſti- 

mony of my canſcience, in the tran- 
quility of which I am at peace. 

I beg your Highneſs will preſent my | 


From 


humble and beſt thanks to the Duke, for ur 

the good opinion he expreſſed of me. |} W 
love you, my dear friend, in proportion Fe 

to your merit; this, in my opinion, is the Wl tbe ir 

ſtrongeſt expreſſion I can. uſe. * 
I have the honour to be tered 

0 5 VVVWo 0 

Your Highne.s's faithful elk. 

and affectionate ſervant, licern 
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From the Ducheſs DR Crvr, to the 
| Duke DE Crv1i. 


MY DEAR LORD, \ Liege. 


E arrived here yeſterday at one 
o' clock: TI left Lord Cheſter at 
the inn; and De Sols and I, to the 
great ſurprize of my amiable friend, en- 
tered her dreſſing room. She ſaluted 
ne moſt tenderly, and looked lovelineſs 
elf, But the eye of friendſhip could 
diſcern in her countenance the traces of 
an anxiety and ſorrow, which I imputed 
o the uneaſineſs ſhe muſt have ſuffered 
In the part ſhe had acted in regard to 
Lord Cheſter. Although highly pleaſed 
v ſee me, and rejoiced on her daugh- 
ers account, yet ſhe only beſtowed on 
N 2 me 


IT. 
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me that unmeaning involuntary ſmile, 
which may eſcape from grief itſelf; 
Her amiable young ones Huttered 
round me, as if I had been their com- 
mon parent. My lovely Julia was 
tranſported when ſhe ſaw me; ſhe cried 
with joy. I thanked her, but told her 
that I hoped ſhe would for the future 
beſtow a little of that tenderneſs and ſen- 
ſibility on De Sols, whom his father had 
permitted to try to gain her affections. 
What anſwer, my Lord, do you think 
this amiable girl made me? She kneeled 
down, kiſſed my hand, and ſaid as wel 
as her tears would permit her Thank 
youa thouſand times, ſweet, dear Ducheß, 
I think I love you more than the Prince 
himſelf. But then, with the utmoſt in- 
nocence added, Where is the Prince? | 
anſwered, he had been told ſhe was in 
the garden, and was gone in queſt of 
| | ber 
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Pierpont expreſſed her joy at her girl's 
good fortune, being a match, which, in 
her preſent cireumſtances, exceeds ſo 


l her. 544 

e After ſome introduBory diſcourſe, 
- WH acquainted her that Lord Cheſter was 
d Wi itthe hotel, as alſo two people, whoſe 
; WH icfimony alone, he judged neceſſary 
6 efface in her mind her Prejudices 
d Wl :22inft him. 


Il After ſome time, I again renewed 


1k Wi the diſcourſe ; when ſhe half-conſenting, 


6, WM | {ent Lebrue with a note I had ready 


c Wl Piepared fer Lord Cheſter, In ten minutes 


n- Wi | vas called out; when, after returning, 


and preparing her for the interview, I 
introduced his Lordſhip. It was, as I 


Cl, 


N Pier- 


7:2 


| her, —She hurried from us to go to 
tim. As ſoon as we were alone, Mrs. 


much what ſhe could have by e for 


had apprehended, too much for Mrs. 
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Pierpont's ſpirits ; ſhe ſwooned . 


I would not call in any other af. 
ſiſtance but my own: when ſhe recover. 


ed from it, Lord Cheſter was kneeling 


before her, ſupporting her head with his 
arm, and kiſſing her hand; the white 


neſs of which even Homer's Juno might 


have envied. Upon her coming to her- 
ſelf, he gradually aſſumed a more dil- 
tant carriage, intreating her only to heir 


him in my preſence. 


This being granted, he declared in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that he had 
never ſeen Mademoiſelle de Fleurs be- 
fore her letter to me ; fince which, he 
had found her out, and prevailed on her 
to accompany him there : that he had 
never been in the- gaming-houſe which 
Mr. Pierpont had frequented, though ot: 
ten urged to it by him: that gaming 
was a vice he deteſted, and he defied all 

| man- 


— * 


Ls TT EI MM 
mankind to produce afi pgle evidence of 
the contrary for twenty years backward. 
Before that time I was fond of it (ſaid 
he); but when J reflected on the tumult 


of paſſions, the agitations of hopes, fears, 
fury, and ſometimes deſpair, which a 


man is ſubje&t to, while perhaps his 


fate is depending on a lucky caſt of the 
dice, or the change of a ſingle card, I 
confidered that my circumſtances were 
ſuch as exempted me from the influ- 
ences of theſe paſſions; and that it would 
be the greateſt impotence -of mind, to 
tempt fortune to withdraw her kindneſs ' 
from me; and reſolved to aſſume diſpo- 


| fitions more benevolent, to proſecute en- 


joyments more rational, to court. plea- 
lure leſs nnn and a ſatisfaction 
leſs precarious.” His Lordſhip then aſk- 
ed pardon, if what he had further to add 
Was, or could be conſidered as an inde- 

N 4 licacy, 
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licacy, for that at preſent he could: only 


conſider what could advance his own 
cauſe. _ 


That to prevent uneafineſs to her, 


he had often aſſiſted Mr. Pierpont in 
large ſums, without ſecurity or intereſt ; 


and that he uſed to tell him, that he 
could not pay him ; and inſinuated, that 
he was no ſtranger to his paſſion for Mrs, 


Pierpont, and her partiality for him, 
and that he left it to her to make ac- 
knowledgements to him for it. Lord 


Cheſter then appealed to my friend, 


whether he had ever failed 1 in his reſpect 
to her, and whether his conduct did not 
deſerve ſome pity: but added, < It is 


plain, Madam, your huſband was miſ- 


taken! Alas! I ever was, and Iam a- 


fraid ener ſhall, be > perfettly indifferent 
to you,” 
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He then begged to introduce his 
witneſſes, who corroborated every thing | 
he had ſaid. | 

But what was the ſurprize of Mrs. 
Pierpont, to behold in Mademoiſelle de 
Fleurs, a girl ſhe had educated, and had 
taken from diſtreſſed parents. This 
young woman, five years before Mr. 
Pierpont's death, had gone to ſee. her 
friends in Cumberland; from whence 

my friend had received a letter from one 
f her relations that ſhe was dead of a 
fever. 

This freſh inſtance of . on he 
part of Mr. Pierpont, ſtrengthening the 
others, had no bad effect on the mind of 
my friend. The wretched young woman 
threw herſelf at the feet of Mrs. Pier- 
pont, telling her, with evident marks 
of the greateſt agitation and confulion, 
hat ſhe could not look 1 in the face of 
ſuch 


= LETTER on 
ſuch injured excellence, knowing her 
own unworthineſs, but that ſhe hoped 
ſhe would be merciful, as God i an heaven 
is merciful. = 

Mrs. Pierpont, with a dignity i in 11 
manner, tempered with humanity and 
complacency, endeavoured to raiſe ber 
up, only ſaying to her, «© Sincere repent- 
ance, Miſs, will obtain the pardon ot a 
finner, but it is from one who is a perfect 
judge of the ſincerity of it.” 

* You muſt now make me a a full con- 
feſñon, by which means you can only ex- 
emplify to me the deſire you have of at- 
toning for the many mortifications you 
have occaſioned me, in return for thc 
tender care, the eager deſire, and charit- 
able purpoſes of my foul, in educating, 
inſtructing, and cloathing you.” 
Alas, Madam, anſwered the trembling 


creature, 1 am perfectiy alive to the 
recol- 


— > 
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recolleion of all your paſt favours! 
Yet it was your goodneſs that ruined 
me; you took me from a ſtate of 


poverty, and where hard labour would 


have been neceſſary to procure me daily 


ſubiſtence, This your partiality for 


me made you regret, as it cut me off 


from all manner of improvement. But 
alas! Madam, is there not great reaſon 


to think people of this claſs the happieſt, 
that is to ſay, ſuch as are above want; 


for if they do not enjoy the pleaſures 


aifing from the proper culture of their 
intellectual powers, they are free from 


the abuſe of thoſe powers? They are 
likewiſe in poſſeſſion of a great ſource 


of happineſs, health and ſpirits; they 
never languiſh for want of employment, 
or are at a loſs for ſomething to do. 

* You will pardon, Madam, theſe re- 
flections. I knew your God-like 1 inten- 
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tions; and I ſhall endeavour to be a6 
explicit as poſſible, and the more ſo, as 
I have ſomething to communicate, which 
will reſtore joy to my n aer 
When I entered your family, Madam, 

I was but twelve years of age. You 
will allow, that any means of informa- 
tion, I had acceſs to, except from your- 
felf, were highly detrimental to my prin- 
ciples. I was taught by the converſa- 
tion of Mr. Pierpont, in which he was 
followed by his attendants, that good 
and ill 3 is an opinion, not a principle. 
He uſed to remark at table (where J 
ferved my young lady) that men's ideas 
of virtue and vice are local, not univer- 
fal ; conſequently arbitrary or dependent 
upon the will of a law-giver or civil WW ®) 
maviſtrate. That in all countries the 
prejudices of the great, are the laws of a1 
the little. Thus, he ſaid, I dine * 
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think a mortal fin. In Germany it is 
Turkey, wine is abſolutely forbid 5 in 
deepeſt dye; in the Levant, a man is 


maintain, With us, adultery is reckoned 
amongſt the greateſt fins; in Lapland 


wife and daughter; many other argu- 
ments he uſed, and daily produced other 
examples of this kind, to prove, that 
moſt of the common received notions of 
virtue and vice are vulgar prejudices, 
fit only to rule the mob with. Such 
diſcourſes unhinged the principles of 
my young mind. 

Vour ſilence, Madam, bi conſtrued as 
a tacit acknowledgment of the truth of 


vpon a ſlice of ham, which a Jew would 
the faſhion to drink to exceſs; in 
England, polygamy is a crime of the 


free to marry as many wives as he can 


the chearful native prefents you with his 


your hufband's aſſertion. We went to 
Peris; Mr. Pierpont took every oppor- 
| | tunity 


LETTER ub 
tunity of ſaying many obliging things to 
me; I anſwered him with a modeſt embar. 


raſſment, that only confirmed him in his 


purpoſe. Indeed there was no occaſion for 


much art to ſeduce me, as I had entertained 


from ſuch a connection the moſt flatter- 
ing hopes of my future fortune. 

« My virtue was lulled aſleep by the 
attempts of my ſeducer, who had taken 
pains, Madam, to aſſure me, that virtue 
was all a maſk, and that even you to 
his certain knowledge, had had a cri- 
minal correſpondence with this very 


nobleman, (meaning Lord Cheſter); 


Pardon me, Madam, for having credited 
this account: as I am not defective in 
_ underſtanding, I own I did violence to 
my natural intelligence, in "believing 
this miſrepreſentation of your character. 
I Knew that I ought inſtantly to fly from 
the temptation, but alas! I had con- 
ceived too great affection for the con- 
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LETTER: HE: we 
reniencies of life, ny could no longer, 
a formerly, look upon indigence with 
an eye of indifference. 

« | will not offend your chaſte ear w with 
| Wi: progreſs of our amour—let it ſuffice 
to ſay, I was undone ! without the ſmall- 
eſt inclination for my ſeducer. The 
ftuation J ſoon found myſelf in, rendered 
it neceſſary to abſent myſelf— beſides, 
your preſence, Madam, became intoler- 
able to me. F pretended to go and ſee 
my friends; you know, Madam, how you 
was deceived ; Mr. Pierpont conducted 
me to Bruſſels, where a magnificent 
apartment was prepared to regeive me. 
Whether out of vanity or love, I know | 
not, he loaded me with a number of 
rich cloaths and jewels. I poſſeſſed a 
gilt chariot with ſuitable attendants, 
and was transformed into a lady of 
conſequence. - Neither did I feel myſelf 

7 Jong 


— 2822 


r 


0 LE 
T0 . 


: 2" FOES — y . 
* 8 Or ITED a. ro e 
— — — — — 22 2 
TT —— — 
— 8 — —— — <p BING -425 
a JU 
err rt 


. . ß — TYRA —— "a NT ID Ee 2 
- or ene 0 — —. — 3 2 
< — 

— — rr 


£ X 
— Chin cw 


— CG — 
—— E = — — = — 2 OO 


— 
—— 


= = — Cz * — - 
no E 

= 3 a. 

J ACTS ESI FS: 

= SLES a C2 4 


— — e IE — E 
: 8 INE ALE — — 5 — — fe Eo Z P 'M — 
— * SS — p hs - : — c rs. n 8 22 * 
— - N — — 2 = * 7 
baba = _ , . bps - — — — n — * 2 
— — = nn ; — - — — — — F REED, SE ID, 4 
— - +l PREP p — * — ——— —— — - — — — D — — — — 4 
"—_ —— r —— r 8 oy «” > \ © e — * ome” 1 7 5 - 
. * * + "_ - ASI. 3 a. " A 
8 3 — : 


2 — 
— 


— __—__— 


— — 
— — 
REC en HIS 


. 
—ñ— (——.ʃ⸗˙ — — — 3 — — — 3 
K 2 CCI. — * GD EEE . — — 
* * — — , — 
2 2 — * * * ” 4 2 * 
— 
— 
— Ee eG 


"os. IEG 
22 


n 556 0Y 


— 
P 

TE ES DC — 
—— ” * 


—— — 
— CE 


N 
„ 

1 
1 
in! 


2 
——— oo diet 


— 
_— 
XD OR RR 


| 


; fl 


| 
ly 
? 


UDP 
| 


ht ae 
— = 


4g - — "IE CI" tes c _—_ N a N rr TE _ — 8 
—— 227 „ nn er WS, 2 rn? — 78S — Pe Ee CR IS DL — —— —— — ts —B en VAL AEIL ans 44 ak a Ce RI en abs $44 - . r 8 
LR, 2 = ba : —— SI > — ö _ * — - — - > — — — . — a 2 
EEOC. 8 p K K PLES NR 838 = Wn "A < " mY * >. — 1 —=2 — 0 
bo " : n > — — * 8 i - wo Yun Ga rr ne Sy _ — a — N » . A — 22 n * woe * * 
* co 2 * MD e * * g * — — — * — oo r « ih . — 8 — — — — — 
* os Wi tr AAS agen -_ - 1 — — N = — * — „* Re nd 
LCL — A. F w 


6 LETTER 
Jong aukward in my new ſituation, ſoon 
acquiring that hn ton and air of eaſe, 
which are generally ſuppoſed to be the 


effect only of a refined education, [ 
appeared every where, where you was 


not; and no ſooner ſhewed myſelf, than, 


I became a toaſt. I however remained 
faithful to him for two years; during 


that period, the two children I hare 
Since that time, I have had 


were born. 


very little aſſiſtance from Mr. Pierpont, 
but have ſince moſtly ſupported myſelſ 


by the way of life he introduced me to. 
As, however, ke was paſſionately fond of 
my two boys, he came to me the lf 
time he was able to go from home. 
He told me he was dying ; that he 
had no hopes of. living; regretted he 


had made no provifion for them, there. 
fore gave me his will in truſt, (which 


he wrote in favour of your ſon). defiring 
- += me 
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me not to deliver it up until he was of 


| age, and could make a handſome ſettle- 


ment on me and children. Madam, 1 
twow 0. truſt to your generoſity 
there it is. I came not here to receive 
1 triling gratuity from Lord Cheſter ; 
came to do you juſtice, The morti- 
fication I have undergone, is a penance 
due to my offences; fincere penitence 
has taken place of my former ſenti- 
ments; the truth of which I can 
prove, —The Prince de L—— is my 


| byer,—TI doat on him, he is diſtratedly 


fond of me; I have wrote to him, 
| vill never behold him more: nothing 
can alter my reſolution, if you, Madam, 
ill provide for my ſons, and pay my 
penſion to the convent of the Engliſh 


nuns in this place.“ F igure, my beloved 


Lord, the joy of my friend. 


. Lord 
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Lord Cheſter very judiciouſly ob- 
ferved the neceſſity of having her de- 
claration properly authenticated; ac- 
cordingly the commandant was ſent for, 
and in his preſence ſhe repeated what 
was neceſſary. Mrs. Pierpont tenderly 
embraced her; and aſſured her, that 
her every defire ſhould be accompliſhed; 
ſhe then retired. Thus every thing con- 
fpired to reward Mrs. Pierpont's virtue; 
Lord Cheſter's conduct cleared up to 
her ſatisfaction the fortune of her ſon 
reſtored to him, and her eldeſt daughter 
upon the eve of her nuptials with the 
| beſt match in this country. De Sols 
ſeemed tranſported, hanging enamoured 
over his lovely Julia, who ſeems to adore 
her dear Prince, as ſhe calls him, beforc 
us all. How beautiful is the ſimplicity 
and innocence of her age! 
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In the evening, when the young peo- 
ple had retired, Lord Cheſter urged his 
| ſuit to my friend; aſſuring her, if ſhe 
made him happy, he would never inter- 
poſe in dictating any one meaſure which 
could ' interfere with her duty to her 
children, whoſe eſtabliſhment in the 
world, would be equally intereſting to 
him, as to herſelf. | 
Her ſpirits were overpowered with 
this agonizing day of happineſs, but ſhe 
immediately replied, with the moſt in- 
genuous frankneſs, that ſhe was rejoiced 
to find his Lordſhip worthy of her re- 
card : that prudes might bluſh to own 
a well placed paſſion, or coquettes delight 
to trifle with a worthy heart; but for her 
part, ſhe was above all diſguiſe. The 
Ducheſs, my Lord, added ſhe, knows 
frery idea of my heart; ſhe may 
how you my laſt letter, or acquaint 
Gs you 
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you with the contents; while I retire ori 
to pour out the effuſions of my heart ant 
to almighty: God, for his mercies, and ſu] 
to compoſe my mind to ſome degree for 
of ſerenity. | Jan 
I preſented Lord Cheſter with her int. 
letter: his emotions are not to be de- hel 
{ſcribed ; he was all Joy, all wonder, all ks 
rapture. Then ſhe did love me! ſaid he, thi 
is it poſſible? He was urgent with me 11 
to go that inſtant, to expreſs his joy at are 
her feet ; I diverted him from that pur- ble 
poſe, until he was more compoſed; at 
when we went and found her in the | pie 
garden, where ſhe was covered with by 
bluſhes ; in reality, I never ſaw her look me 
more lovely. mo 
The world does us injuſtice, in a think- anc 
ing we cannot be amiable at thirty years ple 
of age, when ſo many men are judged are 


handſome at forty. A ſoft and languiſning 
ot; 


#4 
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air, which my friend has contracted from 
grief, was no diminution of her charms, 
and gave them perhaps an advantage 


ſuperior to that of her natural vivacity ; 


for though ſprightlineſs be captivating, 
languor is more affecting; it penetrates, 


intereſts, and attaches the heart of the 


beholder: it is an indication that one 


has a ſoul capable of emotion. Nor is 


this diſplay of a capacity for ſenſibility, 
2 matter of little moment; when there 
are ſo many people in the world incapa- 
ble of it. Lord Cheſter threw himſelf _ 


at her feet, and called himſelf the hap- 


prieſt of men. And ſhe did not ſcruple 
to own to the man who had ſo nobly 


merited her eſteem, that he had made a 
moſt tender impreſſion on her heart; 
and this ſoft acknowledgment com- 


pleted her lover's felicity. The family 


are now all retired to reſt, or I may ſay 
| O 3 | medita- 
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meditations ; we are too happy to ſleep : 
Oh! might our felicity be free from 
that viciſſitude, which attends all human 
enjoyments ! I could not reſt until I had 
wrote this long letter to the beloved of 
my heart; no joy can be perfect with 
your happy wife, in which you do not 
partake. þ 
_ TI hope this will find you =. 
few days more, and I ſhall be with you; 
till then, and at all other times, believe 
me to be, 
my dear Lord, 

your affectionate 


and faithful wife, 


ELIZA DE Cavi. 
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From the Ducheſs DE Cxvr, to 
T Mrs, P1trpoNT. | 


MY DEAR MADAM, 

8 you will not be prevailed to part 
with the-deteſted name of Pierpont, 

until your year of widowhood is com- 
pleted—I ſhall proceed with the family 
narrative, to amuſe you en attendent :. 
but do not you think in your heart, that 
mankind would be happier if they ſacri- 
ficed more to friendſhip, and lefs to 
punctilio? The Duke is forwarding the 
lawyers with their papers for De Sols' 
nuptials ; and Lord Cheſter, you may 
believe, is not idle. In the mean time 
I buſy myſelf about the jewels, &c. &c. 
We ſhall not allow you to put off your 
e O 4 mar- 
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marriage one day longer than the expira- 
tion of the year. Farewell, my amiable 


friend. | a 
Yours, 1 


EL IZA DE Cgul. 


8 — - 
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From the Ducheſs de CRU, to Mrs. 
PIER PONT. 

DE AR MADAM, 
Come now to ſpeak of myſelf: my 
Julia's impatience for this part of the 
narrative is natural; there are many uſe- 
ful leſſons to be learned from what 1 
have to relate. My mother died in 
child-bed : as Sir John Filmer, my fa- 
ther, was a young man, ſhe naturally 


concluded he would marry, and aſked 
” his 
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his leave to refign me to the care of her 
mother and ſiſters ; this my father com- 
plied with, and I was ſent with my nurſe 
to Groſvenor-ſquare. My grandmother 
vas a woman of large fortune, which 
was to devolve to her daughters and my- 
ſelf, equally, at her death. When I was 
ten years old, the old lady was ſeventy- 
five; and the young ladies, her daugh- 
ters, were about fifty. I was totally ne- 
elected, which will be eaſy for you to 
conceive, when I acquaint you with the 
charaCters of theſe relations, 

The old dowager herſelf had no 
time to attend me. Sleep and cards 
filled up her whole time; ſhe depended 
entirely upon the latter for her amuſe- 
ment, and to keep up her ſpirits *. — 


* This was agreeable to the original deſign. of 
cards; for it was not until about. the year 1399, 
they were invented to divert Charles the Futt, King 
of France, who was then low ſpirited, 


2m LETTER HAV. | 
As Lady P—— could make her houſe 

agreeable to her acquaintances, they at- 
tended her at home (when ſhe was no 
longer able to go abroad), but never 
forgot to applaud their charity; but 
were/particularly careful never to men- - 
tion ho ſubject, that could remind 

her of her mortality, Like Dame 
Quickly, who, whilſt there _ was the 
leaſt hope of the life of her friend, Sir 
John Falſtaff, comforted him with the 

confideration, that there was no need to 
think of God as yet. I can, however, 
recollect, that when her diſeaſes and 
infirmities increaſed, her company 
gradually gave her up, until her 
weakened intellects re-animated their 
charity, by eng ber money to them. 
Friendſhip, you know, can never exiſt 
without eſteem, and what the world call 
plea 
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pleaſureable connections, will fall off at 
the time they are moſt wanted. 
La Marquis de Lambert has wrote a 
rery ſenſible treatiſe on the old age of 
women, as Cicero did on old age, and 
Eecleſ. i. 12. iii. 15. exhibits in a ſeries of 
bold and lively metaphors, a deſcription 
of the various infirmities of that period. 
All who exceed the age of fixty, except 
the latter part of their life be ſpent in the 
exerciſe of virtue and contemplation of 
futurity, muſt neceſſarily fall into inde- 
cent old age. On the contrary, an in- 
quifitive and virtuous ſoul improves 
daily in knowledge; and though the 
body decays, and all human pleaſures 
with it, yet wiſdom, piety, and devo- 
tion, is to them an anticipation of glory. 
But the caſe of an old man, who has no 
comfortable proſpect of futurity, and 
kads the fatal hour approaching which 
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is to deprive him of all his happineſs, 
is too deplorable for any words to repre- 
ſent. No doubt, it is neceſſary in the 
nature of things, that our minds in 
their preſent ſtate be formed and diſci- 
plined by cuſtom and habit, to that tem- 
per and character which it is to be here- 
after their glory, their perfection, and 
their happineſs. It muſt be plain to 
every one, that a woman, in advanced 
age, muſt ſurely find her greateſt plea- 
ſtrres in her intellectual reſources and ſo- 
cial intercourſe, © | 8 
The faculties of the mind will not 
loſe their powers, unleſs they are ſuffer- 
ed to loſe their energy, and become lan- 
guid for want of due cultivation. We 
ought to conſider the improvement 
of every faculty of our minds as. a 
part of virtue; and we ſhall find that 
there ought to be no diſtinction be- 
| tween 
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tween the love of knowledge and of vir- 
tue, it being evident, that the proper 
improvement and due conduct of the 
underſtanding, is an indiſpenſable part 
of the duty of every rational being. Juſt 
ſentiments of the ſupreme Governor of 
the world, of our own nature and ſtate, 
of the fitneſs and propriety of moral 


good, and the fatal effects of irregulari- 
ty, are the only true foundation of 


goodneſs. To attain full and clear no- 
tions of theſe, it will be neceſſary 


to extend our inquiries, to carry our 


reſearches a conſiderable way into 
the works of God, from whence we 


draw the cleareſt conceptions of his na- 


ture and attributes ; to ſtudy our own 
nature and ſtate, with the various pal- 
lions, appetites, and inclinations, which 


enter into our conſtitution. The con- 


nection and relations we ſtand in to 
each 
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each other, and the different natures and 
conſequences of action, according to the 


motives they ſpring from, and the cir- | 
cumſtances which diverfify them. Will 


not all this, my dear Mrs, Pierpont, be 
of eminent advantage for raiſing us above 


vice, and confirming us in a ſteady 


courſe of virtue, which is the direct ten- 


dency of all true knowledge, and the 


effect it never fails to produce in every 
honeſt and uncorrupted mind? The 
great ſecret of human happineſs conſiſts 
in finding ſuch conſtant employment for 
the mind, as, without fatiguing, may 
prevent its languiſhing in an irkſome 
ſtate of inactivity. | 

The intellectual faculties muſt be aſ- 
fiſted by proper care, as well as thoſe 
of the body ; for the powers of the mind, 
like a flame in a lamp, will become 
languid and extinct by time, if not duly 
and 
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nd regularly recruited, We either | 
improve, or grow worſe continually ; = 
there is no ſtanding ftill in virtue | 
or vice; if we do not get forward - If 
in virtue, we are ſure to loſe ground; if 
our vices are not cheeked and reſtrained, 
they grow every day ſtronger and | 
longer. But, I loſe fight of my grand- _ | 
mother, in reaſoning—let it ſuffice to | [ 
acquaint you, ſhe died with the cards in 


her hands, 

My two aunts, who ſucceeded to the 
charge of me and their mother's for- 
tune, were not in the leaſt better qualift- 
ed for this truſt than their deceaſed mo- 
ther. They were ſo extremely deficient 
in charms, that they never had it 
in their power to prove their cruelty 
or condeſcenſion to a lover, Yet 
they concluded all men were their cap- © 

; tives ; 
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tives ; and whatever courſe they took, it 
ſerved to confirm them in that opinion. 
If men ſhunned them, they thought it 


modeſty, and received it as a proof of 
their paſſion; and if they were rude, 
it was conduct, and done to pre- 


vent obſervation. When their folly 
made men laugh, they flattered them- 
ſelves they admired their wit; and 
when their impertinence made men 
dull, they were. jealous of their powers. 
They diſguiſed their ages by the impoſ- 
ture of a youthful dreſs and behaviour, 


and by herding among the vaineſt and 


youngeſt company, betrayed young 
minds in old bodies, which only ſerved 


to expole them to ſcorn and contempt. 


Their perſonal charms faded ; their un- 
derſtandings contaminated by folly ; de- 
ſpiſed by the worthleſs part of the world; 


ayoided 
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woided by the wiſe and good; all that 
remained for them was public contempt, 
bitter remorſe, exhauſted hearts, and 
impaired conſtitutions. On the con- 
tary, thoſe whoſe conduct is properly 
reoulated, wilt find every ſtage in life 
rery comfortable and eaſy to be endured. 
But the beſt and ſureſt guard againſt the 
inconveniences of this period, is to cul- 
fivate in early days the principles of 
moral ſcience, and uniformly to exer- 
eiſe thoſe virtues it preſcribes. 

Every ſtage of life hath its ſuitable re- 
creations, which may be enjoyed with 
propriety, and which are requiſite to 
our happineſs ; but to ſee two women, 
paſt fifty, hopping about in a country- 
dance, is truly ridiculous. In conſe- 
quence of this gay turn in my aunts, 
we had frequent balls, at which they en- 


tertained all the giddy Pos of faſhion 
is IV. FP of 
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of both ſexes; who, you may believe, 
laughed at them while they partook of 


their entertainment; and the tax which 


the gentlemen, in their turns paid for 


this amuſement, was that of dancing 
with theſe hideous old women, as they 


called them. | | 

They never had any compaſſion on 
es partners, for they danced every 
dance to ſhow their youthfulneſs, 
and affected being noiſy by way of 
mirth. Wiſdom, gravity, experience, 
the triumph of reaſon over paſſion, 
prejudice, and folly ; all theſe we expe& 


to find in fulneſs of years, and theſe 


make its wrinkles not only reſpectable, 


but even lovely. 


But theſe were qualities of which they 


had no manner of idea. What was re⸗ 
markable in theſe old ladies was, that 


they red one another with ſo much 


an, 
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art, until at laſt they were both con- 
vinced of the truth of each other's affer: 


tions. © My dear fiſter, ſaid Fanny, your 
charming complexion, delicate features, 
and lovely boſom, captivate all thoſe 
who behold you.” All that is nothing, 
replied Miſs P=—, in compariſon, my 
dear Fanny, to your elegant form, love- 
ly hair, and piercing eyes.“ 

As their fortune and foibles were well 
known, it is not at all ſurpriſing, that a 


lover ſoon appeared after my grand- 
mother's death, 'This was no other than 


Sir Violet May-Dew :—he had loſt a 


great ſum of money one night at the 
club; quarrelled with Lord Filligree, 


and, the morning after, had exchang- 
ed fires at two hundred yards diſ- 
tance in Hyde-Park, and proved to 


the world his having acted as a 
man of honour, The greateſt difh- 
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culty now was to maintain his cha- 


racter, as moſt of his ready money was. 


gone, and his prompt payment diſput- 


able. . | 


It immediately occurred to him to, 


pay his addreſſes to. Miſs P——; he, 


therefore, ſat down and wrote her a let. 
ter, in which he aſſured her, his future 


exiſtence depended upon her ſmiles. 
Miſs Fanny prevailed on Miſs P—— to 
permit Sir Violet May-Dew—to live. 


But his happineſs was protracted for a 


few weeks, in which his bride, with the 


pretty timidity of fifteen, Bluſbed ber 


conſent : the marriage was then conclud- 


ed to the ſatisfaction of all parties. The 
bride, by the affiſtance of paint, bloom- 
ed like the Glaſtonbury thorn, She was 


thirty years older than her huſband, yet 


actually believed he was in love with 
her: this has been a foible in all ages. 


When 
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When the mother of Dionyſius the 
tyrant acquainted him ſhe wiſhed to 
marry a young man, who was in love 


with her ; he anſwered, that by his re- 
gal power he could not abrogate thoſe of 


nature, to make it fit for an old woman 
to marry a young man. 

From the account I have given you of 
this family, you may eaſily ſuppoſe how 
ill they were qualified for taking care of 
my education and morals. Luckily for 


me, the nurſe who ſuckled me, had re- 


mained with me until I was ten years 


of age, and had early inſtructed me in 


religion, She was herſelf an exemplary 
good woman ; her huſband was killed 


in battle, and her own child being dead, 


ſhe remained with me. Devotion ſeldom 
dies in a mind which has been early 


tinctured with it, though it may ſeem 
extinguiſhed a while by the cares of the 


Py world, 


| 


e TTEs Hy, 


world, the giddineſs of youth, or the 
allurements of folly; it generally breaks 
out and diſcovers itſelf, as diſcretion, 
age, or misfortunes, have obliged a per- 
ſon to reflect. Unfortunately for me, 
however, this good woman, when I was 
at the above mentioned age, was diſ- 
charged, becauſe ſhe was not a French 
Woman. 

In her place was hired a chamber 
maid of that nation, who having left her 
own country for a fau pas, which had 
viſible conſequences, was appointed by 
my diſcerning aunts to inſtil the prin- 
ciples of virtue into my tender mind, 
This was merely becauſe ſhe was French, 
as ſhe would not have been though qua- 
lified for a chambermaid to a woman of 

faſhion in Paris. How abſurd ſhould 
we think it in ſuch a one, to entertain 


an 2 aukward Yorkſhire girl, with a coarſe 
clowniſh 
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clowniſh accent, as Engliſh governeſs to 
her daughter, to teach her the language 


and correct her pronounciation. But this 


is not the only abſurdity in modern educa- 
tion; according to the common courſe of 


which, when a young lady 1s ſent to 


ſchool, the ſanguine parents inquire, 
What does Lady ——'s daughter learn ? 
Dancing, muſic, &c. &c. Oh! it is 
mighty well, ours muſt learn the ſame z 


in conſequence of this, the young lady 5 


is inſtructed in muſic, without an ear; 


* 
— 


ſinging, without any tolerable voice; and 


perhaps to dance (as I once ſaw myſelf) 


with a ſhort leg and along. We ſhould 
all make a better figure in life, and be 


happier in ourſelves, would we adapt. 
ourſelves only for thoſe things which are 
fit for us. When Cicero conſulted the 


oracle of Delphos, what courſe of ſtudies 
ne ſhould purſue ? He was anſwered, 


T4: Follow 


Ty 
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Follow nature! Would people be bn 
reformed by that wiſe counſel, they 
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| would diſtinguiſh themſelves more than on 
Us they generally do. * fro: 
| bi The young gentlemen who made my Se 
i aunts houſe agreeable to themſelves, en 
had infuſed into them a paſhon for in 

muſic and dancing. The firſt, becauſe Jay 

it is the faſhion of the times; and the ſt 

Jatter, that they might be amuſed at A 

their expence in a double capacity. b 

Theſe connoiſſeurs generally direct the it 

public taſte, or rather dictate to the n 

world, what they ſhould admire and i 

be pleaſed with ; which the vanity of t 


moſt people make them acquieſce in, 


leſt otherwiſe they ſhould be ſuſpected 
to want taſte, In conſequence of the 
above, my aunts danced every oppor- 
tunity, and had learned 10 expire at an 
opera, For theſe two accompliſhments, 
” every 
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every other part of my education was 
neglected, I had no great genius for mu- 
fic, and contracted a hatred to dancing, 
from obſerving the abſurdity of my aunts. 


That a knowledge of muſic is an 


embelliſhment to female education is 
indiſputable, but without a particu- 
lar genius for it, the application be- 


ſtowed on it, is only ſo much loſt time. 


As muſic, though an ornament, is 
by no means requiſite, it may not be 
improper to inquire, whether the time 
neceſſary for the attainment of this art, 
be anſwered by the effects arifing from 


the acquiſition. To perform on any in- 


ſtrument, what is called playing a little, is, 
in my opinion, a proof of want of taſte, 
and of a trifling mind, that can be ſatiſ- 


hed with an appearance inſtead of a reali- 
ty. Excluſive of the offence which in- 
different playing muſt produce to a defi- 


Cate 
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cate ear, unleſs the performers, like the 
muſician of Aſpondas, play only for 
themſelves ; but the misfortune of it is, 
that we generally ſee thoſe people moſt 
ready to entertain us in this way, who 
are by nature the leaſt qualified for it. 
Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus makes the 
ſubſequent obſervation on muſic; “*I 
have learned (ſaid he) in theatres filled 
with a promiſcuous and illiterate croud, 
what a kind of natural correſpondence 
we all have with melody and the agree- 
ment of ſounds; having known the 
moſt admired muſician to be hiſſed by 
the whole multitude, when he has ſtruck 
a ſingle note out of tune, to the diſtur- 
bance of harmony; yet put this ſame 
_ inſtrument into the hands of one of theſe 
fimpletons, with orders to expreſs that 
note, he cannot do it, though he exacted 


it from the artiſt,” How is this? The 


* All \ 7 * 
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one is the effect of ſcience, the lot but of 
few; the other of feeling, which nature 


has beſtowed on all. Thus all are con- 
ſcious of any defects in this art, though 
few can do juſtice to the moſt exquiſite 


performance, or have a taſte for its 


beauties, It is a ſcience ſo profound, 


that to arrive at any degree of qualifi- 


cation in it, even in the executive part, 


is very difficult ; but for compoſition, 


neither genius, nor inclination alone are 
ſufficient ; but ſuch conſtant application 
as few indeed care to be capable of.” 


It was this obſervation that made Leo, 


one of the greateſt muſicians Italy ever 


bred, declare that nothing was ſo in- 
ſufferable to him as the muſic of the 


dilettanti, (or gentlemen compoſers.) 
That talent it ſeems, like poetry, ad- 
mits not of mediocrity, 


, \ 


Vanity 
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Vanity prevails ſo much over plet- 
ſure, that the Italian opera in London; 
is more frequented by people of faſnion, 
than any other place; and, to avoid the 


imputation of want of taſte, they con- 


demn themſelves to attend, and talk in 
raptures their hearts never felt, When l 
was in London laſt winter, I heard a fine 
Lady ſay, * I wasatthe opera on Saturday, 
when I was tranſported ! that divine 
duette in Armida ! Rozzini's voice is ce- 
leftial harmony ! When, to my certain 
knowledge, ſhe neither underſtood Ita- 
lian, muſic, nor had any real taſte her- 
ſelf. | 


Let ſuch admire each great or ſpecious name; 
For right or wrong the joy to them's the ſame. 
| ARMSTRONG, 


Is it poſſible that an Italian opera, to 
one unacquainted with the language in 


which 
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which it is written, can. inſpire people 
with that pleaſure they pretend to feel? 
Or can their paſſions be intereſted in it? 
The ear may be tranſiently pleaſed with 
the air of a ſong, but that is the moſt 
trifling effect of muſic. Among theſe 
who do underſtand the language, 
(as the young people generally now do) 
and enter with pleaſure into Italian 
muſic, the conduct of the dramatic part 
appears fo ridiculous, that they can; 
feel none of that tranſport of paſſion 
the united effects of muſic and poetry 
may produce; which may be gradually 
raiſed by the artful texture, and unfold- 
ing of a dramatie ſtory. If all the plea- 
ſure the beſt Opera gives them, is mere 
ſenſation; is it not a pity the mind can- 
not have a little more ſhare in the enter- 
tainment? I cannot help however re- 
marking, that no ammmüig poet better 

knows 
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knows how to prepare his incidents 
than Pergoleſe ; however this is the 
only inſtance I can produce. As I have 
already wrote a long letter, I leave of of 


and remain, 


yours affectionately, 


EL1ZA DE Cavt 


* . 
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